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Reverinp ayp pear sir—In connnexion with 
personal conversation, as a means of revivals, J 
remark, 

VI. That the proper treatment of some particulur 
classes of persons demands much attention. 

ere I competent to treat this subject os. and 
do it justice, the detail would fill a volume. To be 
repared for this 
the preacher, much intense Sows and careful ex- 
amination of the scriptures, and fervent prayer. The 
manner of treating individuals, who exhibit an almost 
endless variety in their religious knowledge, and con- 
‘viction, and excitement, will vary according to the 
reacher’s theological views, personal experience, 
Loaaiedes of the diversified operations of the human 
mind under religious excitement, and vege | ac- 
cording to his knowledge of human nature, and his 
discernment and judgment asa casuist. It is then 
of momentous importance that every ambassador 
of Christ should sor to be thoroughly furnished 
to this work. I shall attempt in this letter to give 
only a few general principles, with brief remarks on 
some particular cases. 

1. The treatment of anxious sinners. 

Nothing should be said to the anxious sinner that 
shall tend to allay his fears, or to diminish his convic- 
tion of sin and sense of danger—nothing that shall 
lead him to think that he is doing well, that he is now 
on accountof his anxiety and efforts,almost secure from 
the dominion of sin and its curse. Often the instruc- 
tions given to the anxious sinner, and the manner in 
which he is treated, have this tendency. When 
ministers, or other christians, through misguided ten- 
derness, and indiscriminate desire to relieve the dis- 
tressing anxiety of the convicted sinner, tell him that 
they “rejoice to see him in a good way,” that he 
“must persevere,” end-that he then will, as they 
hope, feel better soon—when they pray for him as “a 
sincere seeker,” “mourning God's love to know”— 
when they tell him that he must read the Bible, pray, 
and attend on the means of grace ; and thus leave on 
his mind the impression that this is aii that he can 
do, ali that he ought to do—they do it at the hazard 
of his soul! They daub with untempered mortar! 
‘They substitute their own wisdom for that which is 
—— above, and unless God counteract the influence 


“will retern to stupidity, 


inger in anxiety, or become the subject of false con- 
ersion ! 

Though, when the sinner is seriously anxious, there 
is reason to hope that he will be converted, both from 
the evidence afforded that God’s Spirit is striving with 
him, and from the fact that he as a moral agent, ap- 


securing immediately the great salvation, still his pre- 
sent condition is full of guilt and peril? However 
anxious he may be, yet, if impenitent, he is not in the 
good way, but in the way to ruin—and if he perse- 
veres, his feet will soon take hold on death! This 
false tenderness, this indiscriminate desire that he may 
be relieved and feel better soon, may lead him to 
seek, as his chief object, not submission to God, but 


relief from his burden; and to view that partial relief 


which often results from exhaustion of body and 
mind, or from other natural causes, as unequivocal 
evidence that he is born again. Especially is he in 
danger of this, when his deceitful heart, which is 
ever ready to believe that it sincerely desires recon- 
ciliation to God, is strengthened in this belief, by that 
prayer of christians, which pleads for him as “ a sin- 
cere seeker, mourning God’s love to know!” 

I think no christian can use such expressions in 
prayer, if he understands their import, perceives their 


dangerous influence, and has this scriptural view of 


human depravity : “The carnal mind is enmity against 
God,” “ The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.” 

Many christians fear that the deeply anxious sinner 
will be driven to despair, and they sometimes speak 
of him as being “in a despairing way.” They 
would have nothing said to him that is alarming. 

“Let such cases of despair be accurately analyzed, 
and it will be found, that with few, if any ex- 
ceptions, this despair is of such a nature, that the ter- 
rors of th Lord, pungent conviction, and deep alarm, 

are the appropriate means for dispelling it. The sin- 
s not despairing in the mercy of God, for he has 

Mer made application to divine mercy. This des- 

air consists in some conviction of sin, much remorse 

conscience, and fear of hell, and chiefly in a sullen, 
bborn, rebellious despair of ree salvation, 
vbr Gough the means and efforts dictated by self-will. 
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of hyis conscience from those obligations which press 


~ img up to that duty, which he is now totally unwilling 


jo'perform. ‘He must be driven out of this shelter— 
driven from self-dependence—must give up his self- 


_ will, and dgspair of saving himself, or he must perish ! 


* lind ‘to the affecting truth, 
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‘ no means like a pressure of duty, and deep 
ony. 


nm, and the thunders of damnation to chase 
ir. 

great error among anxious sinners is, that they 

seek and strive, not for a new heart, but for convic- 

ion. And while endeavoring to gain conviction, 

<3 take the direct course to prevent it. They think 

they would repent if they had conviction enough, 

t a want of conviction is all that prevents their 

mediate repentance ; and that they are now doing 

that they can do to gain conviction ; consequently, 

they are now doing all that they can do, under 

ent cireumstances, to become reconciled to God, 

ae that they would do more, would do all that is re- 

- quired, if they were placed, by God, in circumstances 

ly favorable. They are, therefore, entirely 

that nothing prevents 

and faa ag but their 
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seek conviction and then repent, but repent without 
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willing to repent they 
ing, the view 
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h the sinner may fear, still he does not really | sermon may be a ve 


that he shall be lost. This despair then is his apply it to themselves; they therefore give it up as 
se for neglecting present duty. It is the shelter | 
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‘DEVOTED TO REVIVALS, DOCTRINAL DISCUSSION, AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE GENERALLY. 


and tgke his part aginst 

when they speak of the preacher as being too severe, 
and injudicious, and using improper measures. Thus 
they destroy the sinner’s confiden is spiritual 
teacher, they stir up the rebellion rmness 
of his heart, which prevents his submitting to God! 
There is agi wrong in such professors’ hearts 
and heads! lo immense injury in revivals! 
They armed, for unless they repent and 
forsake this course, sooner or later they must feel the 
dreadful rebukes of Jehovah ! 

In revivals, cases of anxiety not unfrequently occur, 
which greatly perplex the minds of ministers. Sin- 
ners who are borne down under powerful conviction, 
often appear to give some tokens of penitence, but 
still find no peace of conscience, no evidence that 
they are at peace with God. In such cases, there is 
something wrong in their views and feelings. They 
are generally convinced that this must be the fact, but 
are often wholly in doubt what the particular difficulty 
can be. How important then that the spiritual guide 
should be able-to lay his hand on the specific thing, 
and say, here is the real difficulty. General instruc- 
tions in such cases, produce but little effect. The 
minister who is careful to search out those specific 
causes, 4 og prevent such from submitting to God, 
will probably find the following among the most fre- 
quent. They are not willing to part with all their 
sins. They are looking forward to some christian 
duties which they feel unwilling to perform. Some 
person has injured them whom they have determined 
never to forgive. They have injured some person, 
and feel unwilling to make that satisfaction which 
their own conscience demands. In their submission 
to God, they have made some conditions—conditions 
ag themselves which God does not require, and 
which they cannot perform—or conditions in their 
own favor, which are inconsistent with a full surren- 
der of the -heart to God. In their very resolution to 
submit, they have made some wilful determination 
which effectually prevents submission—a determina- 
tion that they will have comfort before they leave 
some religious meeting, or place of retirement—be- 
fore they take food or sleep, or before some other 
persons, and have felt rebellious when such have ob- 
tained peace before themselves. They have pre- 
scribed some particular mauner in which they are 
determined to be converted, and to receive consola- 
tion. They have determined to have a very “‘ extra- 
ordinary experience,” and have despised the “‘ small 
experience” of the feeble convert, though they were 
compelled to believe him sincere. They have not 
submitted their comforts, as to time, method, and de- 
gree. Looking at the fact that peace and consolation 
are ordinarily, if not always, immediately consequent 
on fall submission, and feeling that they too shall be 
very happy when they submit; it has never occurred 
to their minds that they were to submit their comforts, 
and they have therefore submitted on the condition 
implied in their expectation, that they should imme- 
diately receive consolation. Dear Sir, by carefully 
attending to these, and other similar preventing causes, 
you may, without becoming a confessor, be able to 
suggest to burdened, delaying sinners, those specific 
causes, which prevent their submission and conso- 
lation. 

I have frequently stated or implied in these letters, 
that anxious sinners, that all unregenerate sinners, 
should be urged, by every gospel motive, to the im- 
mediate duty of giving the heart to God, in penitence 
and faith.~ 

2. The proper treatment of those who have long 
indulged the hope of salvation through Christ, but 
have never taken a decided stand as christians. 

_ Most preachers have probably found many difficul- 
ties in conversing with this class of their hearers. 
Many old hopes are often brought to light in revivals. 
Atsuch seasons, not a few shelter their consciences 
under an old hope, which they have indulged for years, 
without giving, even to their most familiar acquaint- 
ances, any intimations of it, either by word or deed— 
an old hope which in a revival is acknowledge, to the 
utter astonishment of their intimate friends—an old 
ar aa which, there is alarming reason to fear, will 

ord no shelter from the condemning sentence in 
the day of final retribution! They have indulged 
a hope that has never purified their heart or exerted 
a salutary influence on their lives. Such cases are 
plain. These hopes are already too old. They are 
not the anchor of the soul; and if not given up they 
will prove a heavy chain by which Satan will drag it 
down to perdition ! 

There are other cases which are more perplexing. 
Many who have for years indulged hope, appear 
serious and solemn, give some evidence of regenera- 
tion, but not that full and unequivocal evidence which 
christian charity may reasonably demand. They have 
many doubts respecting the genuineness of their own 
piety, and little enjoyment, activity, or usefulness in 
religion. The question how shall I profit such per- 
sons? is deeply interesting to the minister of Christ, 
and demands of him much prayerful attention. I 
have given this subject some attention. Others may 
understand it much better than myself, still I will 
freely give you my views. It is evident that the 
means of selvation, in their ordinary application, ex- 
ert on such persons comparatively but little influence. 
Indecision is the obvious cause. When they hear a 
sermon or conversation, describing the sinner’s cha- 
racter and duty, they think that though they have but 
little hope, and many fears, still they cannot be enemies 
to God, that their character has not been described. 
They do not apply the subject to themselves, conse- 
quently are little moved or profited. When they 
hear the christian character and duties described, 
they fear that they are not christians,think that the 
ry good one for those who can 





the sacred property of the decided christian.* That 
preaching or conversation, therefore, which is most 
discriminating, and best calculated to profit most men, 
exerts on these but little influence. They need 
preaching and conversation appropriate to‘their own 
case. They should be driven from this ground, and 
brought to a decision. And to bring them to this re- 
quires peculiar treatment. Direct them to self-ex- 
amination, they attend to it, and come to the same 
conclusion, that they have some reason to hope, and 
much reason to fear; that they cannot relinquish 
their hope, or profess publicly their faith in Christ. 
Direct them to give their heart to God now, they 
make the effort to do it—hope they have, and fear 
they have not done it. Their indecision still remains. 
Thus they neglect the duty of the christian, through 
the fear that they are not converted ; and they neglect 
the sinner’s duty through the hope that they are con- 
verted. They should then be brought up to a resolu- 
tion which will hold them bound to duty, either as 
saints or sinners. They should come to a determi- 
nation, in substance, like this. That they wil! now 
faithfully an’ prayerfully examine themselves, by the 
the Word of God, that if conv'nced on this examina- 
tion that they have scriptural evidence of their own 
regeneration, they will, however trembling may be 
their hope, go forward in christian duty, and will 
confess Christ before men: or if convinced that they 
have not scriptural evidence of their own regenera- 
tion, sufficient to authorise a public profession of their 
faith, that they will relinquish their hope, and imme- 
diately seek the favor of God by repentance and faith. 
If this be the full purpose of their heart, and they act 
according to it without delay, they cannot fail to 
come to a decision, satisfactory to their own minds, 
whether they are, or are not christians. When this 
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decision is once formed, it will bring them dixéctly 
under the means of salvation. I have witnessed the 
salutary influence of this measure in many cases. 
By it many have been confirmed in what, on exami- 
nation, they have deemed a scriptural hope, and have 
by profession of their faith united with the church of 
Christ; others have felt that their hope was delusive, 
have given it up, have sought, and, as they trust, ob- 
tained a good hope through grace, and have become 
decided and active members of the body of Christ. 
And now, dear sir, if you have such persons am 

the people of your charge, make the trial. Sprea 
this subject out before them, not in the brief manner 
here stated, but fully, and with such remarks as your 
judgment shall suggest. Show them that this mea- 
sure is adapted to their case. Bring them to the full 
resolution, and press on their minds the importance 
.of looking to God for the needed aids of the Holy 
Spirit. Yours as ever, A. R.A. 


PRESIDENT ALLEN ON REVIVALS, 

This gentleman recently had the honor of bei inted 
to preach the Dudbian Lecture, in Harvard Colle#e. He im- 
proved the opportuni y to exhibit, with Christian firmness 
and Christian courtesy, the sentimen of the pilgrims on 
many points. ‘The following is an eétract from his state- 
ment and defence of revivals. 


I was once myself a New Englané pastor; and in this 
Commonwealth : in one of its most enlightened and beauti- 
ful villages.* I toiled for years withthe ordinary, gradual 
blessings on my ministry. But after Pvidence had removed 
me, and substituted a more faithful teacher in my place, I 
ae eg to return and to spend a sabbath in the former 
field of my labors. And what was {he spectacle, do you 
think, which on that sabbath Ibeheld} It was the spectacle 
—and a sublimer, a more joyous one] never saw,—of more 
than eighty persona, new converts to the faith of the gospel, 
standing up together and taking upon themselves the cove- 
nant of a Congregational church, and then singing a song 
of praise for redeeming love!—These were not fanatics: 
they were intelligent and considerate. ‘These were new 
converts ; and in the transfornfations of their character I 
saw proofs of power, higher than any power of the earth ;— 
sordid worldliness and covetousness changed into a generous 
charity and heavenly temper -imbittered, rancorous hostili- 
ty into brotherly love; profligacy into temperance and pu- 
rity ; contempt of prayer and of all religion into the fervor 
of devotion and a glorying in the cross of Christ, Without 
doubt, as among church members of less rapid growth, 
some may have been self-deceived. But, I trust, I shall ne- 
ver be disposed to point the finger @f scorn at a scene, which, 
as Christ hath taught us, sends a thrill of joy and rapture 
through the hosts of Cherubim and Seraphim in heaven. 

I could refer you to ten thousand such converts within a 
few years past in New England. And why should it be 
thought incredible, that God should renovate and sanctify 
the heart of man? Our whole existence, as well as every 
object in nature, is a mystery and a wonder. It is, I be- 
lieve, a general opinion among the ablest philosophers, that 
in every change in the natural world there is an exertion of 
Almighty power; for matter is inert in itself, motionless, 
dead; and the laws of nature have no efficiency to produce 
change. All that we mean by the laws of nature, are ccr- 
tain associations of events, or a certain order in their eccur- 
rence. There is still wanted a power to effect the change, 
to produce the event; and that power is found only in the 
Almighty. We talk, ifffleed, of the powers of matter; but 
who ever supposed that a ball or a world could set itself in 
motivn, or continue its own motion; orthat particles of mat- 
ter can arrange themselves into the form of a beautiful crys- 
tal, or into the various organs and parts of a plant or a tree ? 
Is it dead matter which fashions itself into the ten thousand 
vessels and fibres of our own body? If, then, God is opera- 
ting throughout all nature ;—if his hand puts in motion eve* 
ry thing that moves;—if every leaf and every blade of 
grass grows rf under his agency ;—is it a thing incredible, 
that his should be the work of giving a piovs direction to 
the heart of sinful.menn? Why shogld the coul be exempt 
—— his kind and merciful agency, any more than the 

y- . 
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For the New York Evangelist. 
OBJECTIONS TO THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 


Mr. Editor—By way of objection to the prayer of 
faith, we are often told that we may pray for one 
thing, and that God may send gome other thing igsan- 
swer to our prayer. 

This objection admits that there is such a thing as 
prayer of faith ; and that it will receive an answer; 
but denies that God will give, invariably give, the very 
thing we ask, when we pray ia faith. Jesus Christ 
says, “I will do it”—the objedion says, He may, or 
may not—there is no ——- about it. This ob- 
jection contradicts the Son of God, point blank ; yet 
we often, very often, hear it, iq the mouths of such 
as are deemed eminent for piety—as stand high on 
the walls of Zion. It is proclaimed from the watch 
tower, and sent forth from the prese. But why is it 
so? and why is this objection bronght against the 
doctrine that God will give the very thihgs we ask of 
him, when we ask in faith—when we ask inthe name 
of Jesus. 

Sir, if you will allow me to judge, from what I 
have both seen and heard, in the course of man 
years, I shall conclude that many, who bring forth 
this objection, do it to excuse themselves from 
blame—some may have done it, because they have 
been taught so. 

I have supposed that many make this objection to 
excuse themselves from blame. I ought to give my 
reasons for this. Jesus Christ has said, «« Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will Ido. If ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” Ad- 
mitting these declarations of the Son of God to be 
true, it follows that if we, or any of us, ask God, in 
the name of Christ, to pour out his Spirit on us, he 
will do it. It follows, that if we or any of us, ask 
the Father, in the name of the Son, to send down the 
| Holy Spirit to convict, to convert, to save sinners, he 
will do it. The consequence is, that, if there be mi- 
nisters and Christians in any place, and no revival of 
religion there, the ministers and Christians are to be 
blamed because there is not; and we find many are 
not willing to bear this blame. Théy, therefore, to 
justify themselves, say, ‘ We may pray in faith for 
one thing, and God gy Pvp some other thing in an- 
swer to our prayer.” The amount of the objection is 
this—We pray, and pray in faith, for the descent of 
the Holy Spirit, and the salvation of these sinners; 
but God does not see good to grant that—he can, and 
does, answer our prayer by sending something else, 
which he sees will be better than this, all things con- 
sidered, it may not be best to have a revival. I 
know that this is the plea which many make, that this 
is the point on which the objection is meant to bear; 
and that, with many, this objection is made to get 
rid of responsibility—to escape from blame; in fact, 
to justify themselves; for I have often listened to 
their conversation—often heard them state this ob- 
jection, in this manner, and for the reason which I 
have assigned. 

This objection is true, or it is not true. If it be 
true, it will stand; and the blame, which some attach 
to those professors, who live many years, and see no 
revival of religion, is not so great as has been sup- 
posed ; but if it be untrue, they, who make it, e ge 
in very dangerous work indeed; and, instead of 
avoiding blame, they greatly increase their guilt by 
doing it. It is, therefore, high time that this subject 
should be publicly discussed, and understood, and the 
question settled by the word of God, that common 
people may know their privilege, and their obliga- 
tion—may know on what ground they stand, and 
what they are doing, and what they must do. 

_ But is it true that we may pray for a certain thing 
in faith, and that God may, and does, send something 
else in answer to our prayer? My answer is, no: 





'it is not true. The supposition is contrary to all our 


18,1890, ego 


experience, and to the common sense of all mank: a 
Take a familiar case, for illustration. Say I ante 
poor man, my circumstances are soot. Amo 
many other wants, I greatly need ten dollars, to m 

a certain demand, which another has upon me, and 
nothing but cash will answer. I go toa rich man, 
who lives near by, and tell him my necessity, and ask 
him to give me ten dollars. ‘e replies, | am sorry 
for yous. but my circumstances are such that J cannot 
jugtly give you the ten dollars in cash to pay your 
dei. You, however, are in want of many other 
things, such as food and raimrent—I have them in 
plenty ; and if you will accept of ten, or twenty dol- 
lars Forth, you shall be perfectly welcome. In doing 
this, my neighbor would be very kind, and those arti- 
clea might be very useful to me; but they were not 
given in answer to my petition; for asked no such 
thing of him. I may say, I felt so strong desires for 
cash to pay my debt, that I did not even think of the 
rich man’s food and clothing, and did not desire any 
such thing at his hand. Who cannot see that his 
gifts, though ever so valuable, were not in answer to 
my request. ° 

have said, if is time this question was settled, or 
decided, by the word of God: let us try it by tf 
standard. Does the Bible teach, that, when his peo- 
ple pray in faith, for one thing, he gives another? TI 
freely own that I know of no place, in all the Bible, 
where any such thing is tiught. 

It is true thet some have taken the case of Paul, 
when he prayed that he might be delivered from the 
messenger of Satan, sent to buffet him, and God 
said, “‘ My grace is sufficient for thee,” as proof that 
God gives one thing, when his children ask, in faith, 
for another ; but this seems to me like begging the 
question—like taking for granted what ought to be 
proved: for no assertion is good for any thing in an 
argument, unless that assertion can be shown to be 
true. The reasons why the pretended proof, brought 
from this case of Paul, seems to me like begging the 
question, are the following: 

Paul does not inform us that he prayed in faith at 
that time; nor does the Holy Spirit tell us that he 
did. I, therefore, do not find any evidence that Paul 
did pray in faith to be delivered. 1 find no evidence 
that he prayed in the Spirit—none that he asked in 
the name of Jesus. But if it cannot be proved that 
Paul, in that particular case, prayed in faith, the ar- 
gument founded on it is mere assumption, and falls to 
the ground. 

But, probably, it will be taken for granted, (for it 
has been, again and again,) that apostles always 
prayed in faith; therefore, that Paul did pray in faith. 
This, too, stands in need of proof. I have often 
heard people suppose that apostles always prayed in 
faith; but I have never heard, or seen it proved. The 
apostles, themselves, do not say any such thing: and 
the scriptures teach no such thing concerning them. 
I, therefore, find no evidence that they always prayed 
in faith. They were, sometimes, very faulty in other 
things; and I Be no proof that they were never de- 
ficient in prayer. But unless it can be shown that 
Paul always prayed in faith, this argument, also, is 
mere assumption, (mere begging of the question,) and 
falls, like the preceding one, to the ground. 

Again—I do not find that what God said to Paul, 
on that occasion, was an answer to his prayer. Paul 
does not tell us that he considered it an answer to his 
prayer. He merely stated the facts in the case, as 
they occurred; but he does not even hint that the 
Saying, “ My grace is stifficient for thee,” was in“an- 
swer to that, or to any other prayer. Neither does 
the Holy Ghost teach us that it was an answer to the 
prayer of Paul; and, to this day, it is not proved that 
that saying was in answer to the apostle’s prayer. 
But, till this can be proved, the argument raised from 
it, like those already noticed, is but assumption. 
Therefore, as yet, no proof is furnished from the Bi- 
ble, that God, when his children ask in faith for one 
thing, ever gives another, in answer to that praver. 

Jesus Christ has again and again declared, ‘* ‘Vhat- 
soever ye shall ask, in my name, that I will do— 
I will do it—it shall be done—ye shall have them—ye 
shall receive—how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give good things—give the Holy Spirit—to 
them that ask him.’’ ‘This decision must, and will, 
stand ; for it is the eternal truth of one that cannot 
lie—of him who is “the same, yesterday, to-day, 
and forever ;” and they who dare to reject this testi- 
mony, must answer it to him. 

But Jesus took particular pains to guarg against 
misapprehension. He took special pains to guard 
against the supposition, that, when we askin faith, 
for one thing, he, or his Father, will give another. 
Let us hear him. The case of the man, who went to 
a friend at midnight, to borrow three loaves, shows 
that Jesus meant to teach that God will give just what 
we ask, when we ask in faith: and he said, “If g son 
shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he 
give him a stone? r if he ask a fish, will he give 
him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he 
offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him.” This whole train of specifi- 
cation—this appecl to a father that he would not turn 
his son away with something else, when he asked 
bread, fish, or an egg, shows clearly, that God will 
give his children what they ask in faith ; and that Je- 
sus intended to be so understood : for he said, “« How 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?’ This brings the mat- 
ter toa point: and shows that Jesus meant just what 
he said. It shows that he did not mean to teach that, 
when we ask one thing, God will give another, and 
call it the answer to our prayer. It shows that he 
did mean to teach that, if we, in faith, ask a particu- 
lar thing, God will give that thing. F 

The doctrine that when we ask in faith for one 
thing, God may, and sometimes does, give another 
thing, in answer to that prayer, is absurd. Take a 
few cases by way of illustration. Jesus has com- 
manded us to pray thus—‘ Give us, day by day, our 
daily bread.” Now, if God may give us something 
else in answer to our prayer, when we pray for a par-, 
ticular thing, then we may pray in faith, “ give us, 
day by day, our daily bread,” and God may give us a 
“ stone—a Serpent—a scorpion,” in answer to our 
prayer. This is absurd. y 

Again—Jesus says, ‘“‘ When ye pray, say, Our Fa- 
ther, which art in heaven. Thy kingdom come.” 
But, if the doctrine now under consideration, be 
true, then God may cause some other kingdom to 
come, instead of his own; and all this in answer to 
that very prayer, which we present in faith. This is 
strange. a 
Again—When we pray, Jesus tells us to say to our 
Father in heaven, ‘“‘ Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
soonearth.” But if God may do something else, in- 
stead of what we ask, and do it in answer to prayer 
of faith, then we may pray in faith, “Thy will be 
done, as in heaven so on earth,” and God may cause 
some other will to be done on earth, as his is done in 
heaven; and this in answer to our prayer—prayec of- 
fered in faith—prayer presented in the name of Jesus. 
This is worse than trifling. 

Jesus has taught us to pray, “ Forgive us our sins.” 
But, if this doctrine of giving something else, in- 
stead of the thing we ask, be true, then it is equally 
true that we may pray in faith, faith in the name of 
Jesus, ‘‘ Forgive us our sins,” and God may give us 
something else, in answer to our prayer, and our sins 
may remain unpardoned, or not forgiven. This is 
worse than nonsense. 





_ -‘§LG. SAXON AND CO. PROPRIETORS: 


sus has likewise taught us to pray, sayitig, 
Head us ‘not intotemptation.” But, on the supposi- 
tion that God may give something not asked, instead 
of the thing for which we ask, and this in answer to 
prayer of faith; then we may pray in faith, and cry 
in the name of Jesus, “ Lead us not into temptation,” 
and God may answer our prayer by leading us inte a 
whirlpool of temptations. This is foolish. 
Jesus taught to pray, “ Deliver us from evil.” 
But the doctrine now under discussion being trae, we 
may pray in faith to be delivered from evil ; and God 
may answer our prayer by sending all manner of eyil 
upon us. So also, we may pray him to give us his 
Holy Spirit, and he may answer our prayer by send- 
ing us some other spirit in its stead. Yes, if this docs 
trine be true, we may ask him in faith, and in the 
name of Jesus, to take us to heaven ; and he may an- 
swer our prayer by barring the gates of heaven against 
us. This is wicked. 
This doctrine being true, we may pray in faith for 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the people where 
we live, and God may answer the prayer by withhold- 
ing his Spirit—letting loose “the prince of the power 
of the air,’—and sending pestilence and th. 
This doctrine being true, we may pray in faith for the 
salvation of a soul, and our prayer may be answered 
in the destruction of that soul. For, if it be true that 
we may ask in faith for a particular thing, and God 
answer that prayer by giving, or doing, some 
thing in its stead; for ought that appears in the Bi- 
ble, or any where else, he may send any thing, and 
every thing, capable of being sent by him, in answer 
to our prayer, though we pray for no such thing. 
This is unbelief—contradiction of the, Almighty— 
making him a liar. It is not thinking him altogether 
such an one as ourselves—it is sinking him beneath 
ourselves ; for we mean to be thought as good as our 
word. If we promise to give, or to do, a particular 
thing, for any of our friends, we mean they shall un- 
derstand that we intend to do that very thing. They 
do not think us at liberty to change the thing we en- 
gaged to do, and say, something else will do better, 
and will be a fulfilment of our promise. Neither do 
we think ourselves at liberty to doso. We know 
that, if we were to do it, we should be liars, and that 
all, who knew it, would esteem us such. Yet multi- 
tudes of professors of religion, and many, who are 
not of the “ vulgar herd,” palm this very thing upon 
Jehovah, and tell us such is the God of heaven. This 
is to sink him beneath ourselves, and to make him 
worse than we are. One step more would complete 
the business. It is only to say—no God. K. 


For the Evangelist. 


Mr. Editor—About eighteen years since I had reason to 
believe my heart was changed, by the direct, cmnipotent en- 
ergies of the Holy Ghost. It was so ordered, however, in 
the providence of God that I was taught the A-minian sys- 
tem of theology, and imbibed it fully. I mean. the notions 
of Wesley, Fletcher, and writers of thesame stamp. I veri- 
ly thought that all who were called Calvinists most strenu- 
ously held, that the decrees of God entirely deprived angels 
and men of their free moral agency, that depraved men had 
no natural ability to serve God, and that the atonement of 
Christ was limited to the elect, &c. &c. Although I con- 
ceive the Arminian notions of theology to be peculiarly g'ra- 
tifying to the taste of the unsanctified heart, and consequent- 
Wy, so far as Christians are morally depraved, agreeable to 
them, yet it seems to me that I should not so long have chung 
to this superstructure without a foundation, if I had not 
been made to believe, that if I gave it up I must either be a 
particular atonement man or a Universalist. But at lengtls 
I was reduced to the necessity of giving it up, from a full 
conviction that the theory did not attribute power enough to 
God, in the work of salvation, to save a man after his heart 
was changed ; much more to turn totally depraved sinners 
from sin, to holiness and the gervice of God. Ever since ft 
have, as I trust, had some clearer views of divine truth, and 
felt to rejoice in the universal government of God, that he 
is working all things after the “counsel of his own will,” 
and to nope gencrally in those views of doctrines which 
are considered as recognizing both the evil nature and ten~ 
dency of sin, in itself considered, and also its being made 
ultimately subservient to the greatest good of the universe, 
all things considered, I must confess that Arminianism 
has looked to me extrerncly disagreeable—and the thought 
that I ever entertained and advocaicd such unscriptural 
ideas, so derogatory, as I think, to the character of God, has 
caused me “ great heaviness and sorrow of heart.” Now, 
Mr. Editor, I wish to know whether it is because Iam dull 
of apprehension, and cannot understand, or hypochondriacal 
and frightened without a cause, that makes me see, or think 
Isee “full blooded” Arminianism in the communication of 
J. L. in your paper of August 23) or is this really a maiter 
of fact, that I am not mistaken? “ Why, Mr. Editor, it made 
me feel worse to read J. L. limiting the power of God in 
preventing sin, than it does to read Dr. Adam Clarke insin- 
uating,* as I think, that he (God) does not foreknow, or ra- 
ther know all things, to get clear of Calvinism. J. L. in 
speaking of God’s preventing sin by the influence of motives, 
says “We do not know how far God can go in this way to 
secure universal obedience. We do not know but there 
may be a point where even Omnipotence stops!! We de 
know that after Omnipotence has exhausted itself, so to 
speak, tho creatare still has power to resist all motives and 

1 influences, and has still the power, (Quéry. What kind 
of power?) as a free agent, of doing wrong. We do 
not know that there are or can be motives enough for God ta 
 ereangys to prevent all sin. We du know that Goa infinitely 

ates sin as existing under his moral government. We 
therefore think it more probable that God would have pre- 
vented it if he could without destroying free agency, than 
that he has voluntarily chosen to admit it as a part of his 
moral system, when it only needed an additional exercise of 
Omnipotence to have kept it for ever out of the universe.” 
Again he says, “It ashe, ol true that with only the motives 
which existed in the universe prior to the commission and 
ygpaenee sa of sin, it was impossible for God to prevent alf 

is creatures from sinning, without destroying their free 
agency, and consequently destroying his moral govern- 
ment!” Now, Mr. Editor, if J. L. be correct in his premi- 
ses and deductions, I must confess that he has unshipped my 
rudder, and left me on the tempestuous ocean of life, with 
no other possible prospect before me than that of being 
dashed to cary and ruined on the coast of moral depravity 
—for surely, if there be any one of Adam’s posterity whose 
heart is too much for Omnipotence to subdue to a complete 
resignation to the government and will of God, and go to fit 
them for heaven, it seems to me that Jam the man. 

And indeed if I had not been afraid of blasphemy, I know 
not but I should long since have come to this conclusion, but 
have hitherto been in the habit of thinking that such an 
idea would be limiting the Holy One of Israel in the exer- 
cise of his glorious perfections and attributes. It does seri- 
ously seem to me, Mr. Editor, that if J. L. be correct, that T 
can do nothing but give up to despair, with lamentatios, 
wo ts me, that my God has made me, and an innumerable 
number of beings, “ bigger” than himself, whom he cannot 
control, or make do as he pleases! I may indeed show a 
signal of distress, and again get on hoard of the Arminian 
ship under the command of Dr. Clarke, considering his Ar- 
minianism a better ies than that of the New Haven 
growth, inasmuch as I should take more satisfaction in con- 
templating the character of a God who does not now half 
that is taking place in the universe, than that of one who 
knows and sees it all, and would be glad to help it, but can- 
not! I think, moreover, if this be the New Haven theology, 
that J. L. is exhibiting in the columns of your paper, that 
there are yet many of the sons of the pilgriins in New Eng- 
and, who will most heartily pray forevermore, from such 
theology, Good Lord deliver us.” 


~ * Gee his Commentary on the 2d of Acts, at the close of 
the chapter, “God is omniscient, (he says) and can know all 
things; but does it follow from this that he must, know al/ 


things,” &e. &e. 


For the Evangelist. 
THE MODERN QUESTION. 

The subjects which are now in debate umong or; 
thodox divines, all bear upon cne point, which if it 
shall be in the end satisfactorily elucidated, will un- 
doubtedly compensate for all the evil which the dis- 
cussion may produce in its p - The question 
is, “« Whether we are bound to believe that sin is the 
necessary means of the greatest good; or whether 
God is, all things considered, better pleased to have 
sin than to have had holiness in its stead under the 
same circumstances.” 

I have before me a document which I think thréws 





some light on the subject. It is a létter of President 


ip. 


* 


X < 





_and I hope they wi attentively read by all 
interest in the “modern question.” It 
‘President Edwards’ peculiar style, but 

is no di in ing what he means, 
if. attention is given to the subject. I suppose 
parties in this debate will acquiesce in the gene- 

a aha his ee here exhibited. 

ly correct in points, or not, I 

perusal will satisfy those who are alarmed, 


think the 


’ When it_is said, all things work together for good, &c. 
thereby cannot be intended that all things, both positive and 
ve, are best for them; or that it is so universally, that 
only every positive thing that the saints are the subjects 
of, dr are concerned in, will work fur their good, Lut also, 
that when any thing is absent or withheld from them by 
God in his providence, that absence or withholding is also 
for their good, in that sense as to be better for them than the 
resence or bestowment would have been: for this would 
ave the absurd consequence, that God makes every saint 
as happy as ibly he can. And besides, if so, it would 
follow, that God's withholding greater degress of the sancti- 
Set tetotaces of his Spirit, is for the saints’ good, and 
t is best for them to live and die so low in grace as they 
do; a would be as much _s to ney ant it ag Sef 
to have no more , or that it is for their happiness 
eran no more mtd vey here and hereafter. If we take 
‘ood notice of the Aposile’s discourse in Romans 8th, it will 
fe apparent, that his words implynosuch thing. All God’s 
creatures, and all that God doth in disposing of them, is for 
the of the saint: but it will not thence follow, that all 
Goda forivearing to do, 13 also for his good, or that it is best 
for him that God does no more for him. 
” Pherefore the following things I humbly conceive to be 
the truth concerning the sins and temptations of the saints 


ing for their : 
eo toat all things whatsoever are for the good of saints ; 
things negative as well as positive; in this sense, that God 
intends that some Lenefit to them shall arise from ever 
ihing, so that somcthing of the grace and love of God will 
hereafter be seen to have been exercised towards them in 
every thing: although at the same time the sovereignty of 
God will also be to be seen with regard to the measure of 
the good or benefit aimed at, or that some other things, if 
God had scen cause to order them, would have produced an 
higher benefit. And with regard to negative disposals, con- 
sisting not in God's doing, but forbearing to do, not in gi- 
ving, but withholding, some benefit, in some respect or 
other, will ever accrue to the sains even from these: though 
sometimes the benefit will not be equal to the benefit with- 
held, if it had been bestowed.—As, for instance, when a 
saint lives and dies comparatively low in grace, there is 
some improvement be made even of this, imthe 
Fics of the saint, whereby he shall receive a real 
benefit: thouzh the benefit shall not be equal to the benefit 
of a higher of holiness, if God had bestowed it. 

2. God carrieson a design of love to his people, and to 
each individual saint, not only in all things that they are the 
subjects of while they live, but also in all his works and dis- 
posals, and all his acts ad extra. from eternity to eternity. 

3. That the sin in general of the saints is for their good, 
and for the best, in this respect, that it is a thing that, 
through the sovereign grace of God and his infinite wis- 
dom, will issue in a high advancement of their eternal hap- 
piness; that they have been sinful fallen creatures, and not 
from the beginning perfectly innocent and holy, as the clect 
angels; and that they shall attain some adaitional good on 
occasion of all the sin they have been the subjects of, or have 
commitied, beyond what they would have had, if they never 
had been fallen creatures. 

4. The sin of the saints cannot be for their good , 
sense, that it should be finally the best for them, that while 
they lived in this world, their restoration and recovery 
from the corruption they became subject to by the fall, was 
no greater; the mortification of sin and spiritual vivification 
of their souls, carried on tono greater degree; that they re- 
mained so sinfully deficient as to love to God, Christian love 
to men, humility, heavenly-mindedness, &c., and that they 
were s0 barren, and did so few good works, and consequently, 
that in general they had so much sin, and of the exercises 
of it, and not more holiness, and of the exercise and fruits of 
that (for in proportion as one of these is more, the other will 
be Jess, as infallibly as darkness is more or less in proportion 
to the diminution or increase of light.) It cannot finally be 
better for the saints, that in eer while they lived, they 
had so much sin of heart and life, rather than more holiness 
of heart and life; because the reward of all at last will be 
according to their works; and he that has sowed sparingly, 
shall reap sparingly, and he that hath sowed bountifully, 
shall reap also bountifully ; and he that builds wood, hay, 
and stubble, shall finally suffer ioss, and have a less reward 
than if he had built gold, silver, and precious stones, though 
he himself shall be saved. But, notwithstanding this, 

5. The sins and falls of the saints may be for their good, 
and for the better, in this respect, that the issue may be bet- 
ier, than if the temptation had not happened, and so the oc- 
casion not given, either for the sin of yielding to the tempta- 
tion, or the virtue of overcoming it; and yet not in that re- 

ct (wich regard to their sins or falls in general) that it 


3; in this 


ould be better for them in the issue, that they have yielded | the work of the ministry, and by proper aid and en- 


to the temptations offered, than if they had overcome. For 
the fewer victorics they obtain over lop urges the fewer 
their good works, and particularly of that kind of good 
works, to which a distinguishing reward is promised in Rev. 
2. and 3. and in many other places of scripture. The word 
of God represents the work of a Christian in this world bya 
warfare, and it’ is evident by the scripture, that he that ac 
uits himsélf as the best soldier, shall win the greatest prize. 
Therefore, when the saints are brought into backslidings 
and decays, by being overcome by temptations, the issue of 
their back droge may be some good to them, they may re- 
ceive some by occasion of it,’beyond what they would 
lave received if the temptation had never happened; and 
yet their backslidings in general may be a great loss to them, 
th that respect, that they shall have much less reward, than 
if tho t tions had been overcome, and they, notwith- 
standing, had persevered in spiritual vigor and diligence. 

7. That the saying of the Apostle, “All things work to- 
gether for good to them that love Ged,” though it be fulfilled 
imsome respect to all saints, and at all times, and in all cir- 
cumstances, yet is fulfilled more especially and eminently to 
the saints continuing in the exercise of love to God, not fall- 
ing from the exercises, or failing of the fruits of divine love 
in the times of trial.—Then temptations, enemies, or suffer- 
ings, such as be, will be best for them, working that which is 
most for their good every way, and they shall be more than 
cpnquerors over tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, peril, and sword.—Rom. viii. 35, 37. 

If these things that have been observed, are true, then we 
may infer from them these corollarics : 4 

1. That, notwithstanding the truth of that saying of the 
Apostle, Rom. viii. 28, the saints heve cause to lament their 
Teanness and barrenness, and that they are guilty of so 
much sin, not only as it is to the dishonor of God, but also, 
213 that Which ts fike to issue in their own eternal loss and 


—s of 

2. That nothing can be inferred fromthe forementioned 
promise, tending to set aside, or make void, the influence of 
motives to earnest endeavors to avoid all sin, to increase in 
holiness, and abound in good works, from an aim at an high 
sat erent degree of glory and happiness in the eternal 
world. 


3. That, though it is to the cternal damage of the saints 
ordinarily, when they yield to, and are overcome by tempta- 
tions, yet Satan and other enemies of the saints, by whom 
these temptations come, are always wholly disappointed in 
their temptation, and baffled in their design to hurt the 
saints, inasmuch as the temptation, and the sin that comes 
by it, i$ to the saints’ good, and they receive a greater bene- 
fit in the issye, than if the temptation had not been, and yet 
less than if the temptation had been overcome. 


~~ EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 


For the Evangelist. 
SELF-SUPPORTING SCHOOL.—NO. Vill. 


Is it necessary that all ministers should be clas- 
rn vp pace tions of this kind. J 
‘ACTS are every t in questo! 3 % 
will mention a few sot heet on this subject. _ ‘ 

1st Facr. The net annual increase of ministers in 
the — pal Church is ten, at which rate it will 
take 20 years to supply all their parishes now vacant. 
2d Fact. The ~ at edema Church will not supply 
its present vacancies in 25 years, unless some new 


pro ion of ministers and congre- 
the Baptiste is- about two to three 


4th Facr. The ion of ministers to church 
members is much in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, than in either of the preceding, is con- 

















system is 
3d Facr. 
y among 


, pulation of the United States is 
ais J about twice as fast as the number of mi- 
nisters of all denominations deemed evangelical, ma- 
king the disproportion between the field and the la- 
borers, every year, greater and greater. 
6th Facr. The various benevolent operations of 
the church are demanding every year larger and larger 
numbers of preachers, to act as agents. 

7th Facr. A benighted world is looking to this 
country to furnish about one third of all the mission- 
aties that will be sent to the heathen within the next 
ten years. 
8th Facr. The American Education Society aids 
about 550 young men, and sends about 50 a year into 
the ministry. All the other education societies may 
do half as much more; all aiding ministers of clas- 
sical education. 
9th Facr. To keep up with the increase of our 
own population would require that at least 3000 young 
men should be now in a course of preparation ; who, 
if aided only by the pittance accorded by the Ameri- 
can Education Society, $75, would require an annual 
expenditure of two hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars, and they must be from seven to ten years 
in preparing for the work ; and still no provision is 
made for the foreign work. 
I tefer all these facts to the question at the head of 
this article. Once more. 
10th Facr. A majority of the ministers now on 
the stage, acknowledged to be gospel ministers, are 
destitute of classical attainments. 


learned have only a smattering of classical attain- 
ments, which it would be a targain for them to ex- 
change for a habit of investigating the bible and ex- 
pressing plain truth in plain English. 

12th Facr. A large majority of the conversions 
that have taken place in the last thirty years, have 
been under the labors of men not classically edu- 
cated. 

13th Facr. God made the baptist ministers, who 
are generally plain men, the depositories of his bless- 
ing, in many parts of Massachusetts, where all the 
‘thoroughly educated” were sunk in formality, armi- 
nianism, and unitarianism. The editor of the Boston 
Recorder, in a late paper, says that, 

“When the Congregational Churches of Massachusetts 
were fast losing the life of piety, about half a century ago, 
the little spark of spiritual religion was kept glowing in the 
churches of the then suspected and abused Baptists; and the 
warmth and light of Christianity were there found by many 
pious souls, who felt that they were ready to perish in the 
coldness and darkness of their own habitations.” 

14th Facr. God has shown that He does not re- 
cognise the authority of the rule that all ministers 
shall be classically educated, nor even that all, except 
in extraordinary cases, shall be so qualified. For a 
large majority of His ministers are not so qualified. 
When we see these things, “ What am I, that I 
should withstand God?” - 

15th Facr. The history of Christianity shows 
abundantly the danger of attaching too much im- 
portance to literary qualifications, and too little to fer- 
vent piety and zeal for the salvation of souls. To 
use the language of another, the power of the church 
* Does not consist in intellectual attainments. Examples 
sufficiently numerous are not wanting to show that the high- 
est intellectual attainments may consist with the most ma- 
lignant and mischievous dispositions. The condition of the 
church has ever been deplorabie, when knowledge has 
usurped the seat of piety. Every where, and in all ages, 
when this has been the case, the movements of the church 
have been retrograde. No efforts have been put forth to 
send the gospel to the heathen; and the vicious and ignorant 
at home have been left to perish, while struggles for pre-em- 
inence and titled benefices have engrossed the attention of 
those, whose duty it was to minister in holy things.” 

16th Facr. It is manifest that the world never can 
be converted by ‘the foolishness of preaching,” un- 
less some widely different system is employed to bring 
— the men, to preach the gospel from living 
ips. 

17th Facr. There is no evidence to warrant the 
belief, that God intends to convert the world, wholly 
or even chiefly, by the instrumentality of classically 
educated preachers. All his known methods of dis- 
pensing his grace, favor the contrary belief, as do 
some remarkable expressions in the New Testament. 
See 1 Cor. ii. 

18th Facr. The question of a supply of ministers 
is, beyond all question, the most vital tu the further 
progress of Christianity of any that can be proposed 
to the church; and while it demands the combined 
wisdom of all good men to solve it, the exigency to 
which we have arrived, requires that we re-examine 
our principles, and compare them afresh with the 
word and providence of God. 

19th Facr. There are now in the church a large 
number of men, of good natural abilities, good Eng- 
lish education, and apt to teach, who ought to go into 


couragement might be brought in. 

20th Facr. On the sien saber pursued by the Edu- 
cation Society, a wonderfully efficient and highly 
valued institution, a capital of ten thousand dollars 
would in nine years turn out ten thoroughly educated 
ministers. On the plan proposed in these numbers, 
of a self-supporting English school, a capital of ten 
thousand dollars might easily turn out three classes of 
ministers, of fifty or sixty each, or might send out a 
class of twenty, every year after the two first. 

Here are twenty Facts. I leave them for the 
consideration of those who realize the exigency of 
the case, and are seeking a remedy. For myself, I 
believe it is the duty of Christians immediately to 
provide the means for introducing a considerable 
number of men into the ministry, without the delay 
and expense, and loss of bodily health, and spiritu- 
ality of mind, incident to a classical education. 


AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

Rooms, 52 Washington street, Boston. 
Facts—Relating to the want of Ministers. 
According to estimates before published, it ap- 
pears that there are necessary to furnish an 
entire supply for the destitute of six denomin- 
ations, 4 
Tosupply all other destitute portions of the popu- 
lation (probably not less than) ’ 
, Total 6,000 
The number of ministers who die in a year, may 
be estimated at 
The number of ministers necessary to supply the 
annual increase of population, at the rate of 1 


minister to 1000 souls, cannot be less than 350 


500 
Of course, if all the destitute, were now supplied, 
it would require an annual increase of Five Hundred 
ministers to keep the population supplied as well, rela- 
tively, as it now is. Allowing 12 years for the supply 
of those who are now destitute, it would require an ac- 


llth Facr. A vast number of those denominated r 


000 | town, whereofiwé are glad: And among the most pleasing 


no provision what- 

e number of destitute population, 

Thousand Ministers are proba- 
y time. 


tp supply this great deficiency ? 
° now give no answer, except to | 
ng earnestness—the direction of | 


to supply whom, 
bly needed at this vp 


What shalt be do 


repeat with incre 


harvest that he will send forth laborers into his harvest. | 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the New York Evangelist. 

Mr. Editor—The subjoined agreement on the sub- 
ject of wearing mourning apparel has been entered 
into by a number of our citizens, and it is believed, 
meets the yiews of many others. Will you please 
insert it in your highly valuable paper ? aD. 

We the undersigned, being deeply impressed with 
the inutility of using habiliments of mourning as an 
expression of grief on occasion of the death of rela- 
tives and friends, inasmuch as the practice often 
leads to expenditures which a large proportion of the 
community, cannot afford, withdraws the mind of 
mourners from the salutary reflections which the oc- 
casion is calculated to produce, and excites unbe- 
coming parade and ostentation, 

Do hereby agree to give our exainple and influence 
in opposition to a custom that has become the occa- 
sion.of so mych folly.and extravagance, and promise 
that we will not wear mcurning apparel in conse- 
quence of the death of relatives and friends, and 
that we will aim to discourage the unnecessary use 
of coaches at funerals, the giving of scarfs and 


gloves, and everyspecies of parade on such afflictive 
occasions. 





' For the Evangelist. 
THE REFORMED METHODISTS. 

Mr. Editor—I thigk thia new denomination of Christians, 
which is so rapidlyfising among us, are to be viewed with 
much interest by- every believer in the essential unity and 
fina) prevalence of the church of Christ on earth. They 
seem to me to have them a great many of the elements of 
christian union, perjaps I may say, more so than any exist- 
ing denomination. They recognize the right of any given 
portion of the church to regulate its own affairs, according 
to its own views of what is proper or beneficial—that is, the 
great, inherent right of self government. Whether the sec- 
tion be large or small, embracing a state, a nation, a confer- 
ence, a presbytery, ora aingle society, and whatever internal 
policy this section may adopt, if they are Christians, the re- 
formed methodists seem to offer them the right hand of fel- 
lowship. They professedly adopt the apostolic rule, “ re- 
ceive ye one another, as Christ also hath received us, to the 
glory of Ged.” Re Chey theretore Episcopal, or Archiepis- 
copal, Presbyterian, Congregational, Baptist, Lutheran, Ar- 
minian, or Calvinistic, without fellowshipping their errors, 
the professed principles of these reformed Methodists would 
require them to fellowship the image of God wherever they 
find it, and to recognise every society of true Christians as 
a church of Christ, If this is not the spirit of the millen- 
nium, I know not where we shall find it. Sure I am, that 
no sectarian platform will ever hold the church universal, 
in the millennium, and that no obstinate inculcation of sec- 
tarian infallibility will ever: convert the world to Jesus 
Christ. ° 

As an illustration of this spirit of unity among the re- 
formed methodist churches, let me ask you to copy from the 
“Mutual Rights,” the following interesting account of a 
camp-mecting near Lynchburg, Va. : 


Extract of q letter to the Rev. Alerander McCaine, (now in 
Baltimore,) dated Lynchburg, 12th August, 1830. 


“Our camp-meeting commenced on the 28th ultimo, and in 
addition to our own Awe brethren, we were aided by Rev. 
W. H. Comann, Ira A, Faster, L. F. Cosby, and our young 
brother Godwin, all of the Associated Methodist Churches; 
and by the Rev. Mr. Russell of the second Presbyterian 
church in this place: The Rev. Mr. Reed of the first Pres- 
i ian church preached for us on Sunday; and from the 
ternoon of that day, until the close of the mecting, which 
was on Tuesday the 3d inst., we had the services of the Rev. 
Messrs. McAllister and Hubbard of the Baptist church. 
The congregations were large—the services solemn and 
truly interesting—and the Master of assemblies was emi- 
nently present. This meeting will long be remembered, 
with peeuliar delight, by all christian hearts, who enjoyed 
its delightful seasons; and its happy influence on christian 
society is acknowledged by all. May our efforts in this 
good cause never cease, fntil sectarian barriers are reduced 
80 low, that a child maygtep over them. 
“The benefits of this meeting, however, were not limited 
to the followers of the Bavior. I witnessed the most pow- 
erful convictions, and bappy and satisfactory conversions, 
that I have ever seen. 'Numbers were delivered from the 
bondage of sin, and made to rejoice in a Savior’s love: and 
numbers more were Ccutito the heart, and are now inquiring 
what they shall do to te saved. The closing scene of this 
meeting exceeded that of our memorable meeting of last 
October, on the same gipund, which I am sure my dear bro- 
ther will never forget.’ ‘The extent of its benefits will he 
known only in the great dey. We did not—we could not 
number the subjects of converting grace. 

“ Our neat-and egnvenient house of worship, which we call 
Wesley Chapel, was opened, for the first time, on Wednesday 
evening, the 4th inst. Brother Ira A. Easter preached to a 
crowded congregation. It was dedicated to the service of 
Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and was ac- 
knowledged, sealed, and recorded by the energy of convict- 
ing power, and converting grace. Our altar was crowded 
with mourners, and souls were born of God. On Friday eve- 
ning divine service was again held in it, when three souls 
professed to obtain the pardon of sin. On Saturday and 
Sunday it was oceupied by our Presbyterian brethren of the 
second church, (it being their communion season,) and an 
impressive and happy communion it was. On Sunday eve- 
ning the altar was again crowded with mourners, several of 
whom obtained deliverance. On the next ‘Tuesday eveninc, 
the Friend of sinners was eminently present, ten souls were 
happily converted ; ‘and on last evening, the arm of the 
Lord was again extended, and numbers were made to cry 
out, ‘what shall we do to be saved? ‘They were pointed to 
the Lamb of God,'and five of them were enabled to rejoice 
in a Savior’s love. And this evening we intend to hold a 
love feast, to which our christian brethren of every name 
may come, and feast with us without money and without 
price. ‘Thus you gee, my dear brother, that the Lord is 
doing great thi for us, and for the inhabitants of our 


the Lord Jesus: “ Pypy ye, therefore, the Lord of the | £4 





incidents of this gracious revival, on 3 be noted that of the 
ministers and members of the Presbyterian and Baptist 
churches, and members of the Protestant Episcopi! church, | 
uniting with tat ¢he same altar, and opening the way of 
life to inquiring souls. ‘ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.’ 
“We regretted) much pi leaving us; but considering 
your affliction, and the affliction of your family, we could 
not complain. Feelings of regret’ were expressed by al! 
our brethren of other denominations, and by the public ge- 
nerally. Of those who «ere converted at the camp-meeting, 
about fifteen were from town. Those who were converted 
at our subsequent. meetings, were of course citizens of | 
Lynchburg; of whom are several, very interesting and 
promising young men. Adieu, my dear brother, 
*Joun Vicror.” 


For the Evangelist. 
WHAT PO FACTS PROVE ? 





cession of Five Hundred ministers more every year 
for this purpose—so that in order to meet the real 
wants of the country, there should be an annual in- 
crease, for twelve years to come, of 1000 Ministers. 


Actual increase of Ministers in a year. 
From tables published in the Quarterly Register 
the present year, it appears that the whole 
number of students in the Theological Semina- 
ries of the U. States, of all denominations, is 
About one third of these enter the ministry each 
ear—or : 
Add to this, the whole increase of the Itinerant 
pects | of the Methodist Church last year (as 
A 8 in the Christian Adyocate and Jour- 
nal for August, 1830) 
And the increase of Baptist Ministers, reported 
for the year ending February 1830—(see Bap- 
tist Tract Magazine) a part of which increase 
is owing to more complete returns 190 
And we have from all these sources, less than five 
hundred ministers ; a number barely sufficient lo re- 








gidterably less this year than it was last. 


pair losses occasioned by death, and to keep up with 


Mr. Editor—During the recent Monthly Concert, an in- 
teresting fact was touched upon by one of the laymen pre- 
sent. The point alluded to, was the difference of opinion 
manifested in this country upon the reception of the news 
respecting the late revolution in France, and that which was 
manifested when information was communicated a few years 
since relative to a revolution in the Sandwich Islands. ‘That 
there was a difference, Sir, is a lamentable truth. Intelli- 
gence of an excitement in any country with which we are 
in any measure connected, interests our feelings. But if 
it were not so clearly demonstrated, who would believe that 
the distinction would have been so great? On the one hand, 
a nation has disenthroned a king, and the intelligence flies 
as on the wings of thewind: on the ether, a nation has re- 
nounced idolatry, aud the information creeps through the 
land with a truly slambering step. When the late revolution 
was announced, the whole community awoke—-the report 
resounded through streets, hotels, habitations—the press ex- 
erted itself to the utmost—messengers conveyed the news 
with willing celerity—and where now, or where, in two or 
three weeks from the time of announcement in this city, will 
be the town in our land in which it shall not be known that 
the French, weary of the acts of a tyrant, have sought re- 
lief? But cast your mind back to the time when it was an- 
nounced that the Sandwich Islanders had revolutionized— 





when it was known that a nation had cast off the shackles 


superstition—and what was the result? Dida nation, pro- 
fessing to bé a christian nation, catch at the news with de- 
light, and strive to gladden the hearts of their fellow-men 
with its immediate communication? Did it wing its way 
with rapid course? And was it known we ty ot this intelli- 
gent land when a few weeks, not tosay days, elapsed? Let 
truth speak, and it declares the negative. Days and wecks 
not only rolled away, but months finished their courses before 
this intelligence was generally diffused. These facts, Mr. 
iditor, clearly prove, e « 
The impiety of man, This assertion is so evident that 
it ne¢ds no illustration. If the intelligence which declares 
of anarchy and bloodshed, excites a thrillin interest, and 
— with joy throughout the country, while the report 
that a nation has destroyed her idols is received with scarcely 
sufficient attention to circulate the information, does not de- 
clare cing of God, it will be difficult to discover 


its meani 

2. The selfishness of man. All'that may be urged re- 
specting the desire to see the bleesings of liberty enjoyed by 
every nation, is granted to the objector to this inference. Let 
him separate these praiseworthy feelings, and closely ex- 
amine others that arose in his mind. Will he not there find 
the thoughts that, “ Business wiil improve,’—“ Flour will 
rise,’ —“A greater demand for articles now on hand,”—and 
the like? One revolution would be likely to increase his 
wealth, the other would not. 

3. The object of man’s affections. If a nation’s situation 
with respect to the things of time, excite a higher interest 
and greater delight than the situation of another nation, 
relative to the things of eternity and of God, is it not evident 
where the affections are placed? One nation renounces 
idolatry, and how tamely is the fact announced and received ! 
Another renounces despotism, and seeks liberty—but un- 
tiring efforts proclaim it, and attentive audiences listen to it! 
“ Where the treasure is, there will the heart be also.” _M. 


For the Evangelist. 
TRAVELLING MINISTERS. 


The last Portland Mirror contains a curious article 
on the subject of the inconveniences to which some 
ministers are subjected by the frequent and unseason- 
able calls of their travelling brethren. One evil is 
the loss of time, and the interruption to study, to 
which ministers living on much-frequented roads are 
subjected. The expense is another, especially as this 
writer says that, “from: some unaccountable reason, 
ministers are very apt to call a little after the family 
have risen from the table.” A third is, the unfavor- 
able impression it makes on others, to see a minister 
constantly calling on brethren, even entire strangers, 
and at unseasonable hours, merely to obtain refresh- 
ment for himself and horse, free of cost. 

This writer proceeds to give some hints to travel- 
ling ministers. 1. Not to make a poor minister’s 
house a tavern. 2. If you call at a private house to 
take breakfast, dinner, or supper, call at least half an 
hour before the family will be likely to take their 
meal. 3. Refrain, at a poor minister’s house, from 
calling for any thing but the most simple refresh- 
ment. 4. If you call and find it manifestly inconve- 
nient for the family to entertain you, ride on. 5. Do 
not regard the houses of your brethren as so many 
free taverns, where every thing is, of course, at your 
disposal. 

To show that these gentle hints are not needless, 
the writer alleges the following facts :— 

“I could name a private family, in which, but a few 
months since, tea was prepared five different times on the 
same evening—principally, for ministers or delegates. 

“ When resident a years ago in a minister’s family— 
while he and his wife were absent, a travelling minister, a 
stranger to both of them, called, and after being informed of 
their absence, asked me for wine, cider, beer, cigars, tobacco 


and a pipe; none of which I could offer him. Such a call is 
not common. 


“A few months since a minister, travelling with two 
others (in another county) called at a private house for re- 
freshment, after the proper hour for Porno It was wash 
ing-day too—the husband was absent—the ~ ife had per- 
mitted her hired girl and children to attend a funeral—and 
she, almost overcome with fatigue, and in feeble health, was 
about taking some repose. The traveller and his friends 
were strangers, and a tavern near. He introduced himself 
by saying, ‘I am Mr. , minister of F——+, and I am 
going to —~. I understand you keep a minister’s house— 
and should like a dinner for three, and something for my 
horse.’ Such like occurrences are not very uncommon. 1 
make no comment except that this is not printed by request 
of that family. 

“ One illustration of this custom. A minister in a neigh- 
boring county, and not an elderly gentleman, in his calls 
not unfrequently drives directly into the stable, puts up his 
horse —paases t rough the house, sans ceremonie, to the 
nS vallly his pipe—and returns smoking to the parlor. 

“These facts are exhibited, from a wish to prevent the re- 
currence of such scenes.” 

I shouid not have introduced the foregoing, if I had 
not thought it needed qualifying a little. The Bible 
requires that every bishop should be “ given to hospi- 
tality.” And certainly there is no class of persons 
to whom it is more proper for him to show hospitality, 
than to his brethren in office. Many good effects 
arise from this interchange of hospitality, from the 
extension of ministers’ acquaintance with each other, 
comparison of ideas, communication of plans, of in- 
formation, of influence, correction of errors, removal 
of prejudices, &c, I should be sorry to see the day 
when this good old puritan habit shall be discontinued 
among the sons of the pilgrims. In my view, even 
those ministers, who are subjected to the greatest 
amount of inconvenience by the cails of their brethren, 
at the same time derive the greatest advantages from 
it, in the extension of their acquaintance, and the in- 
crease of their influence and respect. 

In regard to the excess of this thing, I have heard 
some stories about as tough as those told by the Maine 
writer. But they are not of common occurrence at 
the present day in any part of the country with which 
IT am acquainted. I have even feared that we were, 
in general, getting to the opposite extreme ; although 
there are individual exceptions, especially among that 
class of preachers who have nothing to do but to 
travel. To such the plain hints in the Mirror are 
recommended. For the rest, I believe a little com- 
mon sense, and the applicatiom of the golden rule, 
will keep all straight. And let us not renounce a 
christian virtue and a divine command, because infi- 
dels and drunkards choose to laugh at us for being 
what we profess— BRETHREN. 


For the Evangelist. 
TOBACCO FOR MINISTERS. 


Not long ago I was spending an evening with a 
family which is known to a large circle of ministers 
as the abode of liberal hospitality, of intelligence and 
of piety. In the course of the conversation an in- 
quiry arose concerning a minister of great respecta- 
bility and worth, whether he was in the habit of using 
tobacco. Some said they were sure he did not use 
it—others, that if he did he must be remarkably care- 
ful, to keep it so thoroughly eoncealed, &c. At 
length the lady of the house spoke, and said, “I 
think I ought to be able to answer the question, for I 
have to-day been scouring off the marks which he left 
upon the chamber the last time he lodged here. I 
thought at first that would let them remain, but at 
length I could not bear to see them any longer.” 

I cannot tell all the feelings which arose in m 
mind from these remarks. Is this, thought I, the im- 
pression which a minister should make upon the fa- 
mily who show him hospitality? Is this the blessing 
which he leaves behind at his departure, when he 
says, ‘Peace he to this house?” Had he no other 
testimonial to leave of his gratitude for kindness, 
than the marks of his love for a disgusting weed, 
which he leaves upon the wall, the floor, the grate, 
stained and defaced so that nothing short of scouring 
will restore his apartment to decency? 

Let none of my readers suppose this to be a pecu- 
liar case. The gentleman in question is one of the 
neatest and carefullest tobacco chewers-in the coun- 
try; so much so that many even of his intimate ac- 

uaintances are ignorant that this is his character. 

eeing it in such a man, impressed my mind deeply 
with - he evils of the practice ; and led to the inquiry, 
whether nothing could be done for its removal. "] 
saw that the first thing must be, to expose it. 

That the habit of using tobacco is i jurious to 
health, I presume no temperate man, who has looked 
at the subject, will venture to deny. That it lessens 
the useful energy of the mind, and blunts the reli- 








| of idolatry, and were no longer cumbered with its debasing 


gious feelings, by producing a dreamy, self-satisfed, 


indolent state, is equally unquestionable. That the 


tion, is the real reason why people, otherwise con. 
scientious and decent, continue the use of tobacco, 
is another acknowledged truth. That ministers need 
all the health of body, and all the energy of mind, 
that they can have, at the present day, every pi 
reacher deeply feels. That a simple act of volition 
is all that is requisite to break off from the habit, is 
self-evident to all. . 

I shall now take the liberty, which the gospel not 
only permits but requires, of speaking my mind on 
this subject to my brethren, very plainly indeed. [ 
do not wish to wound their feelings. And if I succeed 
in keeping their consciences with me, their feelings 
will be disturbed only as they resist conscience. 
if they do that, I am not to blame. 

Last spring the religious papers of New York and 
Philadelphia, in speaking of the necessary prepara- 
tions for a profitable enjoyment of the Anniversaries, 
pointed out the negligent habits of some ministers in 
their use of tobacco, as one of the hindrances to pro- 
per feeling on these occasions. Some wounded birds 
fluttered ; and indeed, one went so far as, in print, to 
charge the people of New York with inhospitality 
and pride, because they do not like to have tobacco 
juice spirted about their rooms. 

Some men are inexcusably careless in this matter. 
A minister in one house was engaged in conversation 
with the delicate bit in his mouth, and discharged his 
saliva at astove. But aiming with different degrees 
of accuracy, in a little time he had made a complete 
communication of slaver from his seat to the stove. 
Judge of the feelings of any decent housewife. A 
lady who kindly opened her house to ministers on a 
public occasion, had an elegant new carpet com- 
pletely ruined by the effusions of one of her guests. 
[ would have been economy for her to have hired 
some tavern-k eper to take a dozen tobacco-spitters, 
rather than to entertain one in her own house. 

One lady, finding that a clerical inmate was very fond 
of spitting on the carpet, finally took particular pains 
to give him a seat by an open window. He seemed 
to take pleasure in looking out, but always turned his 
face inward to spit. 

There are some articles of furniture which are 
much defaced by tobacco smoke. Families always 
have to remove these before they entertain certain 
ministers. To many persons, the deadly smell with 
which tobacco smoke infects hangings, clothes, &c. 
is sickening. These could entertain smoking minis- 
ters by giving them a separate apartment for their re- 
gale, provided that when they went away they did 
not leave their scent behind them. One gentleman, 
who is proverbially pleased with the opportunity. of 
entertaining a crowd of ministers at his house on pub- 
lic occasions, told me there had never been but one 
cigar smoked in his house since it was built, and that 
when Dr. smoked, he went out in the back 
stoop. Perhaps a place might be appropriated for 
this operation, so effectually secured that its effluvia 
should not infect the outer air. Some families have 
no trouble in keeping their houses clear of tobacco 
smoke at all times, except when a certain minister 
comes; as though it were a part of ministerial pre- 
rogative to be “filthy. There are many ministers, of 
whom one cannot even ask a civil question, and re- 
ceive the answer with a quiet stomach. 

One of this class was boasting how neat he was in 
this habit. What a contradiction! The gentleman 
with whom he was conversing told him he was mis- 
taken, if he thought himself so very clean that no- 
body observed his habits. For, said he, Dr: —— 
said the other day, after you called on him, that he 
could hardly sit near you for the fetor of your breath, 
and the overflow of your saliva. How it looks, for 
one who ought to be a pattern of decency, that in any 
company he cannot open his lips to utter even a mo- 
nosyllable, until he has first crossed the room, and dis- 
charged the accumulated contents of his mouth. 

The expense of tobaceo I suppose is not an object 


already gives as much as he wishes to, for the spread 
of the gospel. But I think no minister’s complaints of 
poverty, small salary, &c. are entitled to attention, 
while he indulges this expensive luxury. 

The example is of more consequence. All tempe- 
rate ministers know that young men are often fed 
to the bottle by the habit of, smoking. The minister 
then smokes. The youth in the bible class, and even 
the little boys in the sabbath school, like to do as the 
minister does. And so they learn to smoke, and to 
stand idle, and to s't with their eyes half shut, whif- 
fing away at the ceiling, to lounge around the smoke 
hole, alias grog shop, or bar-room, and then to drink, 

The decency of things is worthy of regard. FP 
common consent, smoking on board of a steambe 
confined to the forward deck, where the restrai 
female influence are unfelt. And yet it is not. 
sight to see a minister there, s—g away as heart. 
the veriest blackguard of them all. 

Consistency of character is a great thing for a mi- 
nister. Ministers profess to be examples of that reli- 
gion which inculcates self-denial as the first law of 
discipleship. What do people think of the self-de- 
nial of the man, whom no considerations will per- 
suade to deny himself the partial intoxication pro- 
duced by tobacco? 

A minister of my acquaintance, who left off smo- 
king some years ago, said he was led to it in this way- 
He used to fill his pipe, and elevate his feet upon the 
stove, and become as he supposed wrapt in thought 
And this he called studying. But at length he ob 
served that this sort of studying did not yield an 
solid results. And upon closer attention he found that 
it was, after all, but little more than a sort of reverie, 
affording neither ey, nor pleasure to any facult 
but the imagination. He could not reconcile it wit 
his conscience thus to stupify the more useful powers 
of the mind. 

We have had recently some very striking expo 
of alcohol literature. I think some men would b 
pretty assailable in regard to their tobacco-sermon 
Perhaps nothing contributes more to give to we 
written sermons that something, better felt than #de- 
scribed, which prevents them from taking hald. 

In his admirable work on Revivals, President §Ed- 
wards suggests that ministers would do more to /pro- 
mote the work, “if, on th ir occasional visits tee one 
another, instead of spending away their time in\ sit- 
ting and sMOKING, and in Socatinds. or worldly, un- 
profitable conversation, telling news, and making jre- 
marks on this and the other trifling sisbject, they 
would spend their time in praying together) and sing- 
ing praises, and religious conference.” P. 329. 

At the present time, when so many churches begin 
to feel alarmed at the declension of revivals, and 
when God is showing himself so anxiously wailing to 


y | be gracious, and when good people are alive to fee 


every evil that hinders the work of the Lord, minj 
ters are called upon to shake off every net of sata 
and come up to the work. What does the bible me 
by laying aside every weight, bringing the body into 
subjection, denying himself, &c., but that ministers 
should have the habit of self-government, as a ne- 
cessary preparation or training for the service of the 
gospel? 

Let ministers, who wish to be always alive to duty, 
and to have their faculties in full vigor for saving 
souls, make one single effort, and break the chains of 
the tobacco appetite, and be free. I do know, from 
conference with many brethren recently, that it is 
perfectly practicable, and that they will feel all the 
better for it. Let it be done universally, and I verily 
believe we shall have a great deal more fire, and 

NO SMOKE. 


For the New York Evangrlist. 
A QUERY. 
Mr. Editor—I observe in the last Christian Intelli- 
ncer, a copy of the letter sent in the name-of the 
ynod of the Reformed Dutch Church, to the Protes. 
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ure informed, by Rev. Dr. Brownlee, 
church. In of, missionary operations, 
while he the number of missionaries 
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“Of late ; have been so cramped and 

for want of or that we have 

been to abandon, for the present, some important 
stations, ig the case, in fact, ~ateal a ee pa 

traty_ i ‘ihe rs are very few.’ The Dutch 

im common with other churches around us, has now 


taken effectual methods to remedy the evil, in due time.” 
It me toa stand. Ido not know what to 
make of it. [wish toinquire of Dr. B. whether it is 
the fact that “every Missionary Society, throughout 
our land,” has “for want of funds, or missionaries,” 
“ been obliged to abandon, for the present, some im- 
stations.” What “ important stations” have 
abandoned by the American Board of Commis- 
sioners, or the Baptist Board of Missions, or the 
American Home Missionary Society, or the Presby- 
terian General er Board, or the Methodist 
Episcopal Missionary Society, “for the want of 

funds, or missionaries *”’ 
A FRIEND TO THE SOCIETIES. 





ORIGINAL PARAGRAPHS. 


JUDGING BY RESULTS. 

Unquestionably, this is the only sure rule of estimating 
character or enpbeck. Many ausible undertakings fail in 
the issue, and are condemned by the results; while not a 
i unpropitious enterprises, by glorious termi- 

vf-the projectors. Judging by 
the same idea as that uttered by our Redeemer, 
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” But we must not 
i results, or boast too quickly. All is not gold that 
‘shines. I have scen a tree, spreading its branches, putting 
blossoms loaded with fruit, beautiful to the eye— 
bot the fruit was tasteless or poisonous; and ere to-morrow’s 
night the tree was despoiled of its beauty and standing a 
leafless trunk. And Ibave scen an unsightlytree, presenting 
to the eye no promise, but bearing fruit delicious to the 
and in abundance. The Omniscient Eye alone can 
see the end from the beginning. 

OUTWARD APPEARANCE. 

Fallible man judges by the outside of things. He sees 
success in what works its own defeat; and often prognosti- 
cates evil from heavenly good. When the Redeemer ap- 
peared in humble life, despising the grandeur of the world, 


and inculcating spirituality of life, the men of the world set 
him at naught. And in all ages, the world—and some pro- 
fessed Christians—have had more faith in wealth, power, 


and numbers, than in Christ and his promises. Men forget 
that the mustard seed becomes the greatest of herbs; that 
God works by few oftener than by many; that Gideon and 
300 men, Jonathan and his armor bearer, and David and 
Goliah are standing memorials to encourage the humble and 
wonfiding, and to rebuke the vain glorious and presuming. 


“SPEAK TO THIS YOUNG MAN.” 


Ministers and private Christians, are often unaware of the 
advantae’ of direct, close, and serious conversation with 
the impenitent, (old and young) on personal religion. If 
held with » very affectionate and earnest spirit it is usually 
received with seriousness, if not gratitude; and often makes 
an abiding impression. THE IMPENITENT EXPECT IT, AND 
THE Savior REQuInEs IT. Ministers especially ought to 
seize fit occasion (and they occur perpetually) to come 
to hs poles at once with every impenitent sinner in their 
flocks. Preaching is usually so general and indefinite, and 
when plain and direct is aimed at so many, that it too often 
fails in hitting the mark. But close and serious conversa- 
tion, aimed at the conscience, seldom falis short of the mark, 
and frequently leaves a wound which nothing but the “balm 
of Gilead” can heal. 

A WORD TO MINISTEBS. 


Some ministers of the gospel indulge in making very free 
remarks of their brethren in the ministry, often in the pre- 
sence of the.young and impenitent, calculated to bring them 
into contempt. As a layman, I beg leave to offer a hint on 
the extreme impropriety of such remarks. I would not have 
ministers possess a worldly esprit du corps, but the frailtics, 
ignorance, and peculiarities of brethren should not be top- 
ics of jocular remark by each other, especially in the om 
gence of those who in losing respect for a clergyman lose 
their veneration for religion. 


_.REC}PE TO PRESERVE REPUTATION. 


In principles be enlightened and firm; in manners cour- 
teous and discreet ; in speech circumspect and mild ; in ac- 
tion energetic and uncompromising; in heart benevolent 


and amiable. Be a Christian, not in name only, but in real- 

ity; acting where unknown, the same as where known; 

and maintaining a transparency of character, read and 

known of all men. The tongue of slander may assail such 

an one, but it will cleave to the roof of the slanderer’s mouth, 
the vituperated will go free. 


RIGHT ASSOCIATIONS. 


We must be wise to win souls. Religion must in an espe- 
cial manner, be made alluring to children. The first oom 
in the path to heaven should be accompanied with delightful 
associations. When a parent is presenting to a darling 
child a birth day present, and sees the little bosom swell with 
joy, than let him speak of God as the giver of every good 
§ , and of the Savior who offers the pearl ed mi price. 

hen joy fills every heart, from the arrival of a dear 
friend, or the possession of any blessing, let the child be 
made to see that God is recognized as the benefactor. Pa- 
its should watch for such opportunities, and ever improve 
them, that happiness and piety may be indissojubly associ- 
ated in the tender recollection: of childhood, 





For the Evangelist. 
CONVERSATION BY THE WAY. 


When travelling in one of the southern states, I was over- 
taken by a man, who seemed di 
me on religious subjects. I soon learned 
that he was a member of the Methodist church. One of his 
inquiries was, why do Christians differ so widely about reli- 
gion? My reply was. that the different denominations of 
evangelical Christians, do not differ widely about the most 
essential truths of religion. They all believe in the entire 
sinfulness of the human heart previous to regeneration; the 
necessity of repentance and faith in Christ, and of a holy 
life. y also believe that there will be a final judgment, 
and that the true disciple of Christ will go to an eternal hea- 
ven, and the finally oe peg sinner, to an eternal hell. 
Have you, sir, discovered in Christians any great contrariety 
of opinion on these points? “No,” was his answer. What 
then do you mean by your question? “Perhaps,” said he, 
“you wil better understand my meaning by putting the 
question in another form. Why do Christians differ so 
widely in their opinions respecting the doctrines of reli- 
ion?’ The answer to that question, sir, is very easy. It 
because they do not attend to the plain and obvious mean- 
‘ing of ae If they would be satisfied with the plain 
teaching of inspiration, as they ought to be, there would be 
far less diflerence in opinion among Christians, respecting 
the doctrines of the Bikie. When the Bible says, “The 
cked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that for- 
3” let all take it just as it says, and there will be no 
room for diversity of opinion. If the Bible says, “ Accord- 
ing as he hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him, in love; having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children, b ‘Tesus Christ, to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will,” we are to believe it, and just as it says; 
and then there is no room for diversity of opinion. Here the 
gentleman exclaimed immediately, “If I believed that, I 
would mot go fivesvepsto hear the gospel preached.” Believed 
inquired. “The doctrine of election,” was his an- 
Thave said nothing about the doctrine of election; 
only quoted a of scripture, and in the very 
of scripture, and you say that if you believed that, 
would not go five steps to hear the gospel preached. It 
appears then that you do not believe the word of God. He 
saw that the inference was fairly drawn, and knew not what 
to say in reply. 
ANOTHER, BETWEEN TWO PREACHERS. 


Arminian. I was very much pleased with the sermon 
which you preached to my people to-day, and perceive that 
you are agenuine brother. 

Calvinist. If Bi mean by calling me a genuine brother, 
to denote that I'am an Arminian, I feel disposed to inquire 
what you discovered in my sermon, to authorise such a con- 


clusion. 

. You told the people that Christ tasted death fo: 
Tek, aod that salvation is offered toall, and all cught to oc 
cept of it. 


oS I did; and so says the Bible, and so say man 
who pry ot from being Arminians. But before on red 
mine brother, it will be necessary for me 
rtant 
doc- 


atlam a 
cathode age Seng think alike on some other im; 
points. Do the members of your church believe in 
trine of election? 


A. Yes; we believe that the Bible teaches sueh a doc- 


trine. 


that sort of election do you believe the Bible to 
C. But what sort of e yo — 


teach ?~-Do you hold the doctrine of personal 


Yes; 1 hold that such persons as Paul and Luther were 
of God, to perform important services for the church 


of Christ. j 


te enter into } 






~ C. When were they elected ; at the time they entered up- 


on these services, or previously ? 


A. As long as you please. 

C. Very well. But is not every Christian the subject of 
such a previous sind personal election 1 

A. I think not. 


C. But will not the same reasons, which led you to admit 


that Paul and Luther were the«su of a elec- 
tion so ton ious to their po saan se 
every Ch was, before entering upon the duties of the 


Christian, the subject of such an election? 

A. I don’t know. 

C. Will you be so good as to answer a few questions ? 

A. Yes, if Iam able. ; 

C. Do you believe in the immutability of God ? 

A. Yes, I fully believe the doctrine, and often preach it. 
It is abundantly taught in the Bible. “With there is 
no variableness neither shadow of turning.” “He is in one 
mind, who can turn him.” ‘I am the Lord, I change not.” 
There can be no doubt on this point. 

C. So Ithink. My next question is, whenever a sinner 
becomes a Christian, who is it that makes that sinner a 
Christian ? 

A. God, surely. Regeneration is uniformly in the Bible 
ascribed to him as his work. ‘Io deny this would bea 
great and criminal error. 


_ C. Does God at the time of making the sinner a Chris- 
tian mean to do what he actually does ? 


A. Most certainly. He does nothing at random. When 
he converts a soul, he knows what he is about, and does 
what he meant to do. 

C. Very well. Now please to put these three answers to- 
gether, and look atthem in their connexion with each other. 
God, you say, is absolutely immutable; nakes every sinner 
a Christian, that becomes a’ Christian, ‘art at the titue of 
doing it fully intends to do it. Now query; if these things 
are so, must he not from eternity have had the very same in- 
tention about it? And what is this but the doctrine of per- 
sonal election? An election too, which extends not merely 
to Paul and Luther, but to every one whom God ever has 
made willing, or ever will make willing, to accept of a sal- 
vation which is provided for all and offered to all without 
money and without price. 


Here there was a long pause; and after a while th 
versation turned on other topics. F. 
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Three or four experienced agents will find perma- 
nent employment, with an ample compensation, by 
calling at this office. 





HUMAN AGENCY IN REVIVALS. 
The able and learned editor of the Boston Re- 
corder, in one of the earliest papers issued under his 
superintendence, has given his views on this subject, 
designed to meet a cavil of the opposers of Revivals. 


“ The opposers of revivals say much respecting the incon- 
oe and absurdity of attributing them to the influences 
of the Holy Spirit, yet making efforts to promote them.” 


To meet this objection, he supposes that in these 
cases, God chooses to work by means, “ in order to im- 
press upon man a deep and constant sense of his own 
free agency and moral responsibility.” And he in- 
stances the case of the brazen serpent, of Naaman, of 
the lost axe, of the blind man restored to sight by 
Christ, and other miracles, ‘‘ produced by the imme- 
diate agency of God,” where there was no natural 
connection between the means used and the end to 
be effected. 

We are not- pleased with this mode of solving the 
difficulty. We do not think it calculated to relieve 
the mind of an acute but candid inquirer; and we do 
think it calculated to diminish the zeal of those who 
ought to use means for arevival.. The eeate- inquirer 
will see at 6nce, that the inculcation of truth has a 
“natural connection” with the production of holy 
obedience, and a “natural efficacy” to make free 
agents holy, and that it is only because sinners are so 
desperately wicked that they resist the natural and 
proper influence of revealed motives. Those who 
ought to use means, if they believe there is no “ natu- 
ral connection,” will feel less responsibility for faith- 
fulness in theiruse. I know the command of God re- 
mains, but it will be strange if that should produce 
the constant practical impression which is needed, 
while at the same time they are assured that means 
have no efficacy, and no natural connection with the 
nd. 

We think, if our brother will look at the subject 
again, he will feel that his illustrations, from miracles, 
do not touch the case at all. Indeed he seems to have 
felt it.at the close, for he says, “that though none of 
the laws of nature are suspended in the work of re- 
generation, yet the conversion of a sinner is the re- 
sult of as direct and immediate an exertion of divine 


oO 


means are required for the production of the latter ef- 
fects, so much the more should they be required for 
the production of the former; for the very reason 
that there the laws of nature are not suspended. 

Here, we take it, is the real reason why means are 
to be used for the conversion of sinners, and for pro- 
ducing and carrying on revivals ; “for the very rea- 
son that there the laws of nature are not suspended.” 
In the performance of miracles, measures were em- 
ployed that were manifestly inadequate, and had even 


faith and obedience, in others, perhaps, to render the 
power of God more conspicuous. But in preaching 
used, because they are essential to the end. “For 


heard?” 


without means. When God shines into the darkened 


fluence. 
pose that the clay, (for it was the clay that was used 


sure a remedy. 


the power is of God and not of man.” Why? 


and obedience of rational creatures ? 
cause the treasure is “in earthen vessels.” 








power as any miracle recorded in the Bible: and if 


no tendency to the end, in some cases for a trial of 


the gospel for the salvation of sinners, means are 
how can they believe in him of whom they have not 


When the eyes of the blind were anointed with 
clay, the power of God produced the effect, evidently 


soul to make him see and love the Savior, he as evi- 
dently works with means, for his whole agency con- 
sists in giving to means their proper efficacy ; in 
giving to the motives of religion their appropriate in- 
To make the cases parallel, we must sup- 


to open the eyes—the washing was subsequent,) had 
a plenary efficacy to open blind eyes, but the patient, 
through pride and unbelief, was unwilling to use it, 
and that the work of God consisted in giving efficacy 
tothe persuasions of the Savior to apply so easy and 


When sinners are converted, “the excellency of 
Be- 
cause there is ‘no natural connection” of the com- 
mands and invitations of the gospel, with the faith 
No; but be- 
Not be- 
cause the treasure is worthless, like clay, or power- 
less, like a brazen serpent, but because those who 
'hold it, and preach it, are so sinful and so little 
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mighty, and fitted to its use; of piercing through soul 
and spirit, and pulling down strong holds—but be- 
cause they who direct it so often sheath its point, or 
guide it aside from thc matk, or interpose their own 
sins between it and the consciences of men. 

When sinners remain unconverted, it is not because 
they lie passive and .powéiless, like the axe in the 
river, waiting for some kind: hard-to restore them to 
light and use. They resist God. .There is, in free 
agents, a power of increasing resistance, making 
them often the more set in their ways, the more they 
are persuaded to turn. And we often see sinners, as 
it were, gathering up their energies, and nerving their 
souls, to resist the motives with which God seeks to 
bring them to himself. Just as a resolute child, in 
his stubbornness, draws in his breath, and stiffens his 
muscles, and braces his will, under the parental rod; 
and the more he is chastised, the Jouder and more 
wrathful he grows: What does the parent conclude ? 
That stripes-have “no natural connection,” and “ no 
natural efficacy,” to make children abedient? By no 
means. He keeps plying: it more and harder, resolved 
to whip him within an inch of his life, rather than 
leave him in such an awful condition. What does 
God do? Leave the use of truth? take off convic- 
tion? withdraw the pressuré of duty? draw a veil 
over the pit of perdition? pu. aside the motives of 
law and gospel? aud anoint the poor blind sinner 
with clay? Never. ~He stilladds new force to con- 
viction, and sends his servanfs, “rising up early and 
sending,” with new motives, and fortifies their argu- 
ments with new providences, saying, ‘‘ How can I 
give thee up, Ephraim?’ And when motives and 
persuasions are still ineffectual, what is the reason ? 
Because they “have no nétural connection,” and 
“no natural efficacy?” Rather, because such “ mad- 
ness is in the heart of the sons of men,” and the 
heart “is fully set to evil,” that they resist, actively 
and voluntarily resist, all the motives which the infi- 
nite God has to urge. 

But in this very juncture ‘a new arm interposes, and 
these same motives, so long resisted, are resisted no 
longer. They have their appropriate influence. The 
sinner sees things as he never saw them before ; and 
he yields, “ willing in the day.of thy power.” 

Here is the peculiarity and the excellency of this 
mighty power, that it overcomes. the resistance of a 
free agent, and does it by means, and without going 
aside from the laws of naturé, but only by securing 
to moral motives their approptiate influence, or “ na- 
tural efficacy.” When he creates worlds, he speaks 
the word, and there is no resistance. When he re- 
wards the righteous, and punishes the wicked, there 
is “ none that can stay his hand.” But when a proud, 
persecuting Saul cries “ Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do’ there is an‘exercise of Omnipotence 
which fills the universe with amazement. 

We attach great importance to this mode ofanswer- 
ing the infidel cavil about the work of God in conver- 
sions and revivals. It meets it fairly, and it does not 
involve any strained application of scripture facts, 
nor the use of any scriptural illustrations, which are 
almost certain to be peryertéd. Wealso think it of 
great consequence to have the principle established, 
that we are not at liberty to depreciate the value of 
the word of God, as we seem to do if we liken its 
power to the clay on the blind man’s eyes, or to the 
branch that was thrown into Jordan. It seems to us 
as great an error to exalt the applying work of the 
Spirit, at the expense of the revealing work of the 
same Spirit, as it is to rur into the opposite extreme. 
The error has great influence in all our evangelical 
operations. If the word is a means, properly so 
called, it has a “ natural connection” with the end; 
and our responsibilities ig regard to the extent and 
the manner in which we dispense these means, are 
the same in all respects,as they would be if there 
were no need for the Holy Ghost to interfere and 
give a new efficacy to ‘the truth. We must “so 
preach, as to-save.”’ : Ang the inference is valid, that 
if we preached better, we should save more souls ; 
and that souls are lost who might have been saved, 
and would have been saved, if their ministers and 
christian friends had done their whole duty in regard 
to the application of means; and that churches re- 
main destitute of a revival, when they might enjoy 
it, because the means are not used, and the gospel is 
not preached in a right manner; i. e. in a manner 
adapted to the production of a revival. 





DEATH OF BISHOP HOBART. 


The Right Reverend John.Henry Hobart, Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the State of 
New York, died at Auburn on Sunday morning last, in 
the 55th year of his age. The’ deceased was elected 
Bishop of this Diocese in 1811, and was the next in 
rank to the venerable Bishop. White. . His.virtues as 
a Christian minister, and asa man, will long be held 
in remembrance by the congteyations of the three 
parishes composing Trinity Church, and by the whole 
Episcopal communion throaghout the United States. 
His funeral will take place as soon after his remains 
reach the city as possible, of which timely notice will 
be given.—Jour. of Com. 





STEAMBOAT EXPLOSION, 


The steamboat United States, last Saturday, on her 
ass from this city to New Haven, when opposite 
to Blackwell’s Island, burst her boiler. In conse- 
quence of this disaster, eight persons have lost their 
lives. In the confusion which succeeded the explo- 
sion, several jumped overboard, some of whom were 
drowned. Captain Beecher was slightly scalded. 
This was an iron boiler. 





FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. 
Rome, September 13, 1830. 

Dear Brother—The Utica Synod, which has been in ses- 
sion in this village since Thursday last, adjourned this af- 
ternoon. The session was opened with a powerful and 
heart-stirring sermon from the Rev. D, C. Lansing, of Utica. 
Its session was marked with much good feeling on the part 
of the ministers and elders, of whom alarge number were 
present. And I have heard many remark that they have 
never attended a Synodical meeting of so much solemnity 
and interest. There was preachirg every evening during 
the session, andI cannot but_hope great good will result to 
the church and people at Rome, The following extract 
from the narrative of the state of religion shows that the 
Great Head of the church continues to pour out his Spirit 
upon this portion of his Zion. “The congregations most 
oy blessed with the effusions of the Spirit are those 
of Sackett’s Harbor, Brownville, Belville, first and second 
churches Lowyville, in the Presbytery of Watertown. Mex- 
ico, Parish, and Camden, in the Presbytery of Oswego. 
Western, Remsen, Trenton, Holland Patent, Floyd, Rome, 
Augusta, Westmoreland, Yorkmills, and Utica, in the Pres- 
bytery of Oneida. Hartwiek and Morrisville, in the Presby- 











skilled. Not because -the’sword “ie not sharpy and | ter 








of Otsego. Some of these precious revivals are now 
in and increasing in interest. As the fruits of 
them 600 souls have already been received into the churches 
—and there are many more who have recently i 
ho ” 

The subject of temperance was brought before Synod,and 
some resolutions calculated to do gvod were adopted. 


ory. 


You have probably heard that a Four Days Meeting, 
somewhat similar to those at the West, was held in Otsego 


county, a few weeks since. From aclergyman who attend- 
ed, I have learnt that it was a most interesting season, and 
that souls have been.born.igto the kingdom of our blessed 
Redeemer, who received their first impressions there. I 
hope the particulars will soon be furnished for publication. 





For the New York Evangelist. 


Mr. Editor—One of your correspondents, in commentin 
on J. L. in your last number, charges Dr. Taylor with — 

able contradictions.” ‘The charge is tounded on this: Dr. 

aylor declared, in opposition to Professor Norton, that Cal- 
vinists have not maintained, but have denied the position, 
that “God creates men with a sinful nature.” And he has 
also declared, that many Calvinists maintain, that “men 
are born with a sinful nature.’ New the men who hold 
these two positions, may be very inconsistent and self con- 
tradictory. But where is Dr. Taylor's “palpable contradic- 
tion,” in simply saying that they do actually hold them? 
His error, if he is guilty of one, is plainly not self-contradicg) 
tion, but a mistake as to the fact. 

Is Dr. Taylor wrong, then, as to the two facts which he 
has thus stated? The second, viz. that many Calvinists 
have believed men to be born with a sinful’ nature, your 
one willgrant. Have not Calvinists, then, always 
denied ‘hat God creates men with a sinful nature? Calvin 
saya, “men falsely scek for the work of God in their own 
corruption.” And again speaking of our corrupt nature, 
“ Jur nature is there characterized, not as it was created by 
God, but as it was vitiated by Adam.” Pietch says, “ Far 
be it from us to maintain, that the mind is created impure.” 
Turretin says, “'Though the mind is created by God without 
any blemish, it is not created with original righteousness.” 
‘ivoilar passages are quoted by Dr. Taylor from Edwards 
and Ridgely ; and a reference is made to a large number of 
other writers, to thesame effect. Indeed, thereis nothing which 
the old Calvinists have always declared more strongly, than 
that their doctrine does not make God the author ‘of sin. 

Jow Dr. Taylor’s argument with Professor Norton wasthis. 
“ You ought not to charge men with holding and believing 
a doctrine which they thus reject. ‘They may be very in- 
consistent in saying this, and yet saying that men are born 
sinful. But they had a peculiar philosophy, which they 
ee saved them from the inconsiStency. They consi- 
dered Adam’s act, as the act of his descendents; and thus 
traced the sinful nature with which they said we are horn, 
not to God but to man!” 

Now, I ask, was not this a conclusive answer? Was not 
Professor Norton convicted of charging Calvinists falsely ? 
And yet your correspondent says, he was “justified” in his 
charge! “Is a man to be charged with believing that which 
really follows from his principles, when he does not see it thus 
to follow, and especially when he believes in a false philoso- 
phy, which, if true, would save him from the conclusion 
which he thus rejects? What a man ought to believe is one 
thing, what he actually believes is often quite another. 

Dr. Taylor, then, was perfectly correct in defending the 
old Calvinists from the charge of believing that God is the 
author of sin. Nor, after doing this, is he in the least incon- 
sistent with himself, in turning round and telling them, 
“ Your philosophy respecting our relation to Adam is, never- 
theless, a false philosophy”—your doctrine of “man’s nature 
heing tself sinful,” does in fact make God the author of sin, 
though, blinded by that philosophy, you do not see it to be so. 
You are therefore grossly inconsistent with yourselves, and 
always will be, until you adopt the more guarded statement, 
that, “such és man’s nature that he always will, ws FACT, sin 
Jrom the first moment of moral agency, until renewed by the 
direct influences of the Holy Spivit.” But he has too much 
fairness, and I hope always will have, to charge the old Cal- 
vinists with actually believing what they declare they do not 
believe. This is the whole offence which has called down 
upon him the reprobation of your correspondent, Amicus. 





CONNECTICUT. 

We understand that Norwich and Vicinity Bible 
Society, Conn., have completely redeemed their 
pledge to the National Society,—the payment of two 
thousand dollars to aid the gencral supply. 

The Westchester County Auxiliary, also at its an- 
niversary on Wednesday last, redeemed its pledge of 
$1,000 to the same object, and then resolved to raise 
another $1,000 the coming year. 





We understand that the Rev. Dr. Woodbridge, of 
Hadley, Mass. has returned an affirmative answer to 
the invitation of the Bowery Presbyterian Church in 
this city, and that it is expected he will soon be in- 
stalled as successor to the late lamented Rev. Joseph 
S. Christmas. 





COMMENCEMENT OF W. R. COLLEGE. 


The first commencement of the Western Reserve 
College was held yesterday, in the Congregational 
meeting house. A large concourse of strangers were 
present, and the exercises were highly creditable to 
the Institution. The degree of A. B. was conferred 
on four young gentlemen. Professor Storrs officiated 
as President pro tem.— Western Obs. and Tel. 





HAMILTON COLLEGE. 

Eight alumni received the degree of A. M. The 
degree of D. D. was conferred on Rev. David Smith 
of Durham, Conn. 





ANNIVERSARIES 
Of Religious Charitable Societies in New Hampshire. 
These mectings were holden in Portsmouth, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, the 7th 8th and 9th days of Sep- 
tember, 1830. 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 


At 10 o’clock on Tuesday, the services commenced with 
devotional exercises, at the North Meeting House, and a ser- 
mon was delivered before the General Association of Presby- 
terian and Congregational ministers, by Rev. Mr. Bradford, 
of New Boston, at the close of which a collection, of 39 dol- 
lars, was taken in aid of the Widows’ Charitable Fund. 

The Association was then organized. At 3, P. M. the 
reading of the narrative, giving an account of the state of 
religion in the several associations, was commenced, and 
continued through the afternoon. 

In the evening the New Hampsaire Epvcarion Society 
held its annual meeting. 

The Report was read by Rev. Mr. Bouton, in the absence 
of the er! ; 

An able and interesting discourse was delivered before 
ihe society, by Rev. Dr. Cornelius, and officers were chosen 
for the ensuing year. ; : 

On Wednesday at 10 o’clock, the narratives relative to 
this State were resumed, and continued till 12, when the dele- 
gates from Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Con- 
necticut, gave their accounts, which occupied the time, with 
a short intermission, till three. The Association then gave 
way for the meeting of the N. H. Bibl. Society, some account 
of which follows. 

The annual meeting of the N. H. Brste Society was held 
on Wednesday, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 

Addresses were delivered by the Rev. Mr. Peters, of New 
York, delegate from the American Bible ae and by 
Rev. Dr. Cornelius, Secretary of the American Education 
Society, after which #359 11 were subscribed and con- 
tributed. 

On Wednesday evening, Rev. Mr. Green, of Boston, ad- 
dressed the audience on the subject of Foreign Missions,— 
and was followed by Rev. Mr. Brown, of Charleston, S. C. 
on the religious instruction of Seamen, also by remarks from 
William Ladd, Esq. of Minot, Me. and Dr. Church. After 
which a collection of $29 was taken for the American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society. 

On Thursday morning, at 9 o’clock, the New HampsuirE 
Missionary Society held its annual meeting. The Annual 
Report was read by the secretary, Rev. Mr. Burnham, of 
Pembroke. ‘The nieeting was addressed by Rev. Messrs. 
Peters, Bouton, and Putnam. : 

A subscription, to raise 500 dollars for the objects of the 
Society, was opened, and, in the course of the day, nearly 
filled. 

The officers of the New Hampshire Missionary Society, 
were then chosen. 

In the afternoon, a sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Ar- 
nold, of Alstead, on the importance of christian knowledge, 
after which a collection of $85 was taken up, for the supply 
of preaching in New Hampshire. About 500 com»:unicants 
then partook of the Lord’s Supper, at the administration of 
which Rev. Drs. Dickey and Church, and Rev. F. L. Parker, 
officiated. 

in the evening, a sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. 
Brown, of Charleston, S. C. on the importance of revivals of 
religion, followed by some animated remarks from Rev. Mr. 
Waterbury, to the people of Portsmouth, that were present. 
At the close of these services, the association completed their 
business and adjourned. N. H. Observer, abridged. 


Rev. Daniel Reese, from Maryland, will preach 
next Sabbath morning, at haf res’ 10, in the build- 
ing corner of Delancey and Pitt.streets, and in the 
evening, at seven o’clock, in the church in Chrystie 


ebtained | work to be called 






NOTICE. 


preparing for the press.a small 

v : od “Tue Curtstian Lyre,” the de- 

sign of which will appear from the following 
PREFACE. 

Every person conversant with revivals must have ob- 
served, that whenever meetings for prayer and conference 
assume a special interest, there isa désire to use hymns 
and music of a different character from those ordinaril 
heard in the church. Nettleton’s Vi Hymns ina 
degree meets the first want. Jocelyn’s Zion’s Harp partial- 
4 supplies the other. But beth are felt t incomplete, as 
they are wanting in many pieces, which have proved ot 
great use in revivals. 

The usefulness also of many excellent hymns in ‘all our 
modern collections, has been prevented by the inability of 
singers to find tunes adapted to the various subjects and 
metres. The ‘Christian Lyre” is undertaken with a view 
to meet both these deficiencies. It is intended to contain « 
collection of such pieces as are specially adapted to evening 
meetings and social worship, and chiefly such as are not 
found in our common collections of sacred music. 

As the work is not designed to please scientific musicians; 
so much as to profit plain Christians, reference will be had 
chiefly, to the known popularity and good influence of what 
is selected. And it is intended to embrace the music that is 
most current among different denominations of Christians. 

Asthe number of parts is apt to distract the attention of 
an audience, or to occupy them with the music instead of 
the sentiment, the tunes here printed will generally be ac- 
companied with only a simple bass, and sometimes not even 
with that. In a vast multitude of cases the religious effect 
of a hymn is heightened, by having all sing the air only. 

Possessing no musical skti beyond that of ordinary plain 
singers, I send out my work, without pretensions. it aids 
the progress of Christ’s cause, I shall be rewarded. . If not, 
I shall be accepted according to what I had, and not accord- 
ing to what Ihad not. And it will prepare the way for some 
other person to. do it better. 

The work will be published poniodiony, once in 
two months. Each number will contain from 12 to 
20 tunes, with appropriate hymns. It will be in the 
18mo. form, each number containing 36 pages, 
stitched in a cover. The price will be twelve and a 
half cents per number, or one dollar per dozen, $6 
per 100. As it wi!®be a periodical, the numbers can 
be sent by mail—postage, under 100 miles, one and a 
half cent, over 100 miles, two and a half cents. 
Subscribers will receive the volume for the year, or 
six numbers, for fifty cents. Christian friends of dif- 
ferent names, who may have in théir, possession writ- 
ten or printed music suited to the design of this work, 
will confer a favor by sending it, free of expense, to 
No. 3 William street, New York. 

JOSHUA LEAVITT. 
The first number will be published the first of Oc- 
tober. 


The subscriber is 


—--——_—. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS. 


The City Inspector reports the death of 122 persons 
during the week ending on Saturday 11th inst. Of 
whom 29 were of or under the age of one year, 9 be- 
tween l and 2, 13 between 2 and5, 3 between 5 and 
10, 6 between 10 and 20, 12 between 20 and 30, 21 be- 
tween 30 and 40, 12 between 40 and 50, 7 between 50 
and 60, 4between 60 and 70, 3 between 70 and 80, 1 
between 80 and 90, and 1 between 90 and 100. 





STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


From the General Minutes of the several annual confer- 
ences for 1830, just published, we extract the following: 


GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 











Whi. ~ Col. Ind. Total. Tr. Pr. Sup. 
Pittsburg Conference, 22427 163 10 89 6 
Ohio Conference, 36064 268 213 36545 107 10 
Missouri Conference, 3972 414 4386 2-1 
Illinois Conference, 22021 «172 22193 7% 2 
Kentucky Conference, 22074 4884 26958 92 16 
Tennessee Conference, 21722 3248 736 25706 102 1 
Holstein Conference, 13270 2182 20452 62 4 
Mississippi Conference, 11765 4247 3243 19255 62 
S.C. and Geo. Conf, 40335 24385 16 64736 150 9 
Virginia Conference, 29121 9967 39088 103 13 
Baltimore Conference, 29708 10454 40162 109 15 
Philadelphia Conf. 37359 8169 45528 136 4 
New York Conference, 34523 281 34804 182 13 
New England Conf, 12163 245 32408 102 7 
‘Maine Conference, 11052 10 11062 87 6 
‘. WH. and Vt. Cont., 11749 8 T1157 iwu 2 
Oneida Conference, 23036 88 23124 112 10 
Genesce Conference, 15200 45 1 15246 78 «4 
Total, * 402561 69230 4209 476000 1777 123 
Total last year, 447743 123sap. 
Increase this year, 28257 1900 


Last year, 1817 


Ine. this, 
N. B. The numbers for last year included 9678, for the 
Canada Conference, which are not reckoned in this. ‘The 
true increase for this year therefore is, 37935. 





EDUCATION NOTICE. 


The Examining Committee of the Presbyterian 
Branch of the American Education Society, will hold: 
their regular quarterly meeting on the last4Tuesday 
of September, at the house of Rev. William Patton, 
194 Elm street, at 10 o’clock, a. ». 


Steps to be taken by Applicants. 


When a young man wiehes to apply for patronage, 
he must pursue the following steps: First, He must 
obtain unequivocal testimonials from three or more 
serious and respectable persons best aequainted with 
him and his circumstances, (e. g.) his minister, in- 
structer, a magistrate, or some other principal man in 
the vicinity, stating his age, place of residence, indi- 
gence, moral and religious character, including his 
church connection, talents, previous education, and 
serious desire to devote his talents to the gospel 
ministry. These testimonials should be sealed pa- 
pers, that the writers of them may speak freely, con- 
cerning the character of the applicants. Secondly, 
Having obtained these testimonials the applicant must 
present his request for examination and recommenda- 
tion to some Examining Committee in his neighbor- 
hood, or within the portion of the country to which 
he belongs. 





THE THIRD VOLUME OF UNION QUESTIONS, 


Embracing the History of the Patriarchs, just pub- 
lished and for sale at the Sunday School Depository, 
140 Nassau Street. 

Also—A HELP TO THE GOSPELS, containing a Har- 
mony, Exercises, Iilustrations, and Practical SONS 
from the History and miracles contained in the Four 
Gospels. Second Edition. 

Sept. 3, 1830. A. W. COREY, Agent. 


Boarp.—A gentleman and his wife, and 2 or 3 single gen- 
tlemen, can be accommodated with rooms on the second or 
third floor, in a family where religious regulations are ob- 
served. Terms moderate. Apply at No. 6, Beach st. near 
St. John’s Park. : 








ORDINATIONS. 


June 16.—Rev. William Lush, inst. Presb. im Camn- 
bridge, N. Y. 

19.—Rev. William Carlisle, ord. Presb. Varrennes, S. C. 

July 3.—At Florence, Ala. Rev. J. L. Sloss, inst. Presh. 
Sermon by the Rev. Hugh Barr. 

22,—Rev. Isaac Demund, inst. Ref. Dutch, Pompton, Ber- 
gen co. N. J. : : 

27.—Rey. William Riam, inst. Presb. Goodwill, Orange 
co. N.Y. : 

August 12.—Rev. Lyman Strong, inst. Colchester, Conn. 

17.—Alex. M. Mann, and James Talmadge, of New Jersey, 

. D. ord. at Raritan. 
ny ae Asa Mead, inst. Cong. East Hartford, Conn. 

Rev. Joel Hawes. 
ST Re. Edwin Hall, ord. Evang. Presk. at Hebron, N.Y. 
Rev. W. Lush. ; 
waa Harper Boise, ord. Presb. Harpersfield, N. Y. 
Sermon by Rev. T. M. Cooley. f 
tember 1.—Rev. Ira Ingraham, inst. Cong, Brandon, 

Vt. Sermon by Rev. Dr. Bates. 

1.—Rev. J. D. Picklands, ord. Presb. Ey list. 

1.—Rev. David C. Bowles, ord. Bapt. Sermon by Rev. 
Asa Bronson. : 

9.—Rev. John _N. Campbell, inst. Presb. Albany, N. Y. 
Sermon by Dr. Nott. 





DIED—In Lebanon, Conn., on the 29th ult., Mrs. 
Satiy Y. Tuomas, wife of Mr. Peleg Thomas, Jr., 








street. 


Esq., aged 51. 
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POETRY. 


For the New York Evangelist. 
TO PARENTS, ON THE LOSS OF AN INFANT. 


_ Mourn not ye, whose babe hath found 
Fairer skies, and firmer ground,— 
Flowers of bright perennial hue, 
Free from thorns and fresh with dew,— 
Founts that tempests never stir; 
Gardens without sepulchre.* 


Mourn not ye, whose babe hath sped 
From this region of the dead, 

To yon blessed cherub band, 

Golden lute and glorious land, 
Where no tempter’s sinful art 
Marks the brow, or stains the heart. 


Knowledge in that clime doth flow 
Pure, and unallied to wo, 

Peace, whose olive never fades, 
Love, relieved from sorrow’s shades, 
doy, which mortals may not share,— 
Mourn not ye, whose babe is there. 


eed H. 
* “Th the garden was a scpulchre.”—John xix. 41. 
Hartford, August 11th, 1830. 








From the Christian Watchman. 
THE HERALD OF THE LORD. 
A BIBLICAL SKETCH. 


Where Jordan rolls his crystal wave, 
Through yellow sands of Palestine; 
Ta attire rude, in aspect grave, 
A Herald comes with powers divine, 
And publishes the warning word, 
Prepare the pathway of the Lord! 


The reign of God is drawing nigh, 
The morning star in glory shines, 

Behold the accomplished prophecy, 
Repent, confess, renounce your sins, 

Let all things be with speed restored, 
Prepare the pathway of the Lord! 


He comes! He comes! by Seers foretold, 
The great Messiah comes to earth: 
Sublimest miracles unfold, 
The glories of His heavenly birth. 
Oh, be Messiah’s name adored! 
Prepare the pathway of the Lord! 


Vain now is the deceiver’s art! 
Sinner, thy hopes of heaven are vain— 
Messiah's eye will pierce the heart, 
And cleave the guilty soul in twain. 
Flee from His wrath—His grace implored— 
Prepare the pathway of the Lord! 





LITERARY NOTICES. 





WAYLAND’S SERMON. 
> igi : ivered in 
ei Sniledeiphia May T1890; at tho cee gph pe “ p techn 
can Sunday School Union; by Francis Wayland, Jun. 
President of Brown University. 

Few preachers have gained so much lasting credit by a 
single effort, as this gentleman received for his eloquent dis- 
course on “The Moral Dignity of the Missionary Enter- 
prise ;” now adopted as a tract by both the American and 
Baptist Tract Societies. The present work is of a different 
cast, and shows more richness of mental furniture, maturer 
thought, and views more practical and business like, with 
Jess of the fire of youthful zeal. 

The text is, “ Thy kingdom come.” The leading object, 
to impress upon this generation a sense of their responsible- 
ness in reference to the coming of Christ’s kingdom. If 
there is any peculiarity in the sermon, the most striking 
is, the continual bearing towards the one point, and the 
ahoughts, of tremendous and eternal weight, with which he 
all along keeps the mind alive to its responsibilities. If we 
could, we would endeavor to give acondensed view of the dis- 
course, in which we might include a part of the most stri- 
king of these thoughts. But what we can do will be a mea- 
gre representation of the sermon itself. To be appreciated 
at all, it must be read. To be felt, adequately, it must have 
been heard, in the circumstances under which it was 

He shows by a few striking particulars, how the progress 
of society is giving facilities for the advancement of religion, 
and thus preparing the way for the final triumphs of the 
gospel. At the reformation, for instance, the compass, print- 
ing, and the discovery of America, opened new fountains of 
wealth; labor became more valuable; and a new order of 

men, the middling class, was created. ‘“ Power, wealth, and 
education, were placed within reach of a greater number. 

The moral centre of gravity settled towards the base of the 
gocial cone. ‘The character of the reformers gave the im- 
pression of Christianity to the change, and secured its bless- 
iigs to protestant countries.” 

Similar changes in the physical condition of man are 
now taking place. The change is principally in favor of 
ihe more numerous classes. “ Capital, the wealth of the 
rich man, remains stationary; whilst labor, the wealth of 
ihe poor man, rises in value. Thus the natural tendency of 
the progress of society, is to abolish poverty from the earth.” 
‘That this is so is evident from the increase of comfortable 
living. ‘An industrious and virtuous artizan muy provide 
for his family, advantages which, a few years since, were 
considered the attributes only of those above the level of 
mediocrity.” This is illustrated as follows: 


GENERAL WEALTH INCREASING. 
“Fhe comforts of living are procurable only by human 
labor. If then, by means of improvement in the arts, the 
labor of the human race is able to produce this year, twice 
as = amount of the comforts of living, as was pro- 
duced year, then every man will have twice as much to 
enjoy. He will, therefore, be this year in circumstances as 
comfortable as those of a man of twice his wealth the year 
before. With the labor of last year he may earn twice the 
amount of comfort, or he may possess the former amount of 
comfort with the amount of labor. A little reflection 
will, I think, teach any one that these are precisely the re- 
sults to which the movements of society are tending.” 
These changes place within the power of every man a 
larger share of enjoyment, and a greater portion of leisure; 
more time for intellectual culture, and more means for im- 
provement. At the same time, education is rapidly im- 
proving; the object is not now, “to infuse into the pupil cer- 
tain sentences,” but so to cultivate the mind as to render it 
a more powerfuland more exact instrument ; infant schools 
are putting the coming generation half a dozen ycars for- 
ward in the outsct. All these changes are going forward 
with accelerated rapidity in 
OUR OWN COUNTRY. 


resents peculiar facilities for intellec- 
political institutions of other coun- 


universal diffusion of christianity. Leisure is favorable. 


intellectual faculties. He whose existence is measured by 


science has 
Prnorals, has 


there is nothing in the nature of our institu- 
ing. It is our duty to provide 
and virtue.” 


All these facts are encouragements to an effort for the 
“ Moderate labor invigorates—excessive labor enfeebles the 


unbroken periods of either slavish toil or profound sleep, 
soon sinks in passive subjection to the laws of his animal 
nature.” The understanding is becoming a more fit instru- 
ment both for investigating and employing the truth. Every 
discovery of science, and every invention in the arts, utter 
their voice in favor of the Bible. Take, for instance, the 
science of 

POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


“ This science has been, to say the least, most successfully 
cultivated by men whv had no belief in the christian religion. 
And yet, reasoning from unquestionable facts in the history 
of man, they have incontrovertibly proved that the precepts 
of Jesus Christ, in all their simplicity, point out the only 
rules of conduct, in obedience to which, either nations or 
individuals can become either rich or happy. So far as 
i me, then, every new truth in physics or in 
rnished a new argument for the authenticity 
of revelation. Thus will it be tothe end. Philosophy her- 
self will at last show the principles of the religion of Jesus 
Christ so legibly written on every thing else which the 
Creator’s hand & formed, that it will be as impossible to 
deny the truth of the scriptures as the law of gravitation.” 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MIND. 


“Not only does improved developement of the human 
faculties furnish new proofs of the truth of revelation—it 
also renders the mind more susceptible of their influence. 
It is the business of education to deliver us from the tyranny 
of prejudice and passion, and subject us to the government 
of reason. Mind thus becomes a more delicate, more pow- 
erful, and a more certain instrument. It yields to nothin 
but evidence; before evidence it bows down in reverentia 
homage. Thus, effect upon mind will at last be calculated 
upon with almost scientific precision. Now it is to this very 
training of the intellectual faculties that the progress of im- 
provement in education promises to conduct mankind; so 
much more favorable is the mind of the hearer becoming, 
to the production of moral effect. : 

“But we hope that this system of changes is not to be 
limited here. We believe that improvement in intellectual 
science, but above all, more elevated piety, and more ardent 
devotion, will yct confer some new powers of suasion on the 
christian teacher. Every one must be sensible, that the 
gospel is an instrument which has never been wielded with 
its legitimate effect, since the time of the apostles. May we 
not a there are forms of illustration at present un- 
tried, that there are modes of appeal as yet unattempted, 
which, with an efficacy more certain than we any where 
now witness, will awaken the slumbering conscience, and 
lead the awakened sinner to the cross of Christ.” 

These encouragements are strengthened by the special 
blessing with which God has favored all our efforts to do 
good, our revivals of religion, temperance reform, schools 
and seminaries, &c. “With a corresponding degree of 
success upon such efforts as are within our power,” the 
light of millennia: glory may burst fo th upon these states, 
before the youth now rising are gat).ered to their fathers. 
Some systématizers will startle at the sentiment that any 
thing, which the church can do, or leave undone, can make 
any difference in the time at which Christ’s kingdom shall 
come. But we firmly believe the sentiment is capable of 
the fullest proof, and that it is in fact the fundamental prin- 
ciple of all sense of responsibility, and all moral action. 
“What is to prevent it? Let any man refiect upon the 
subject and then answer. My brethren, I s 
I do believe that the option is put into our hands.* It is for 
us to say whether the present religious movement, shall be on- 
ward until it terminate in the universal triumph of Messiah, 
or whether all shall go back again, and the generations to 
come after us suffer for ages the divine indignation, for our 
neglect of the gospel of the grace of God. “The church has 
for two thousand years been praying, Pua f kingdom come.’ 
Jesus Christ is saying unto us, ‘it shall come if you de- 
sire it” 
How apalling the consideration presented by the results 
which must of necessity ensue, if we prove unworthy of the 
high destiny that is set before us. 


“It is evident that the changes which have commenced, 
must either result in the universal diffusion of the principles 
of religious knowledge and civil liberty, or in the establisb- 
ment of a more firmly riveted system of slavery, than the 
world hath yet beheld. The philosophy of christianity is 
now generally well understood. Her points of contact with 
the human heart, are discovered. So far as human sagacit 
can discover it, thé secret of her great strength is revealed. 
Her enemies are rallying, and mean to regain the ground, 
which they lost at the reformation. Their resources are im- 
mense, and their wisdom has been gained in that best of all 
schools, the school of reverses. Combining all their forces, 
and, with skill worthy of a better cause, adapting their 
weapons to the present state of society, they are preparing 
for one mighty, one universal onset. Christianity cannot 
long maintain her present position. Delay will be defeat 
She must instantly seize the vantage ground, and march 
onward, universally triumphant, or be driven again for ages 
to the dens and caves of the earth. Which shall she do? 
This question, it remains for the men of the present genera- 
tion to answer. 

“The period within which this question must be decided, 
may, in other countries, be prolonged; not so, however, in 
this country. Other governments may be kept stable amid 
political commotion, by balancing the interests and passions 
of one class of the community against those of anotker. 
With us, there is but one class—the people. Hence, our in- 
stitutionscan only be supported while the people are restrained 
by moral principle. We have provided no checks to the tur- 
bulence of passion: we have raised no barriers against the 
encroachments of a tyrannical majority. Hence, the very 
forms which we so much admire, are at any moment liable 
to become an intolerable nuisance, the instruments of ulti- 
mate and remcediless oppreszion. 

“Tn the present state of society, civil and religious liberty 
must perish together. ‘Then must ensue ages of darkness, 
more appalling than aught which this world in the gloomiest 
periods of her history hath yet recorded. What form of 
misery will brood over this now happy land—I pretend not 
to foresee. I cannot tell, whether these solemn temples will 
become the resort of muttering monks, or of infidel baccha- 
nalians. I know not, whether our children will worship a 
relic, and pray to a saint—or deny the existence of God, and 
proclaim that death is an eternal sleep. I should rather fear, 
that neither of these woes would fill up the measure of our 
cup of trembling; but that some strange ministration of 
wrath more terrific than eye hath seen, or ear heard, or the 
heart of man conceived, was yet treasured up among the 
hidden things of the Almighty, to be exhausted in vengeance 
upon the iniquities of a people, who so signally knew not the 
day of their merciful visitation.” 


THE GREAT QUESTION. 


“Fathers and Brethren! You behold the result to which 
we have been led. It is for us to decide whether the moral 
light, which has just begun to dawn, shall ascend to meridian 
glory; or whether for ages it shall be extinguished in dark- 
ness. It is fur us to say, whether this nation shall first wel- 
come the coming of Messial, and rejoice in the earliest 
subjection to his reign; or bear for ages the awful weight of 
divine indignation, for having, under such 5 pe cir- 
cumstances, rejected the offered mercy of God’s well be- 
loved Son. 
“ Men, Brethren, and Fathers—what shall we do? Shall 
the kingdom of Christ come, or shall it not come?” 


We had intended to make some further extracts from the 
concluding part of this discoume, but must reserve them 
for another opportunity. We can only say, what even our 
readers will have perceived by the meagre taste we have 
given, that the sermon loses nothing by any careless negli- 
gence, or offensive coarseness of language. All is chaste 
and correct. But its eloquence, which chained the General 
Assembly and a most crowded and intelligent audience for 
more than an hour, in attention so deep as to be almost over- 
powering, lies wholly in the greatness of the thoughts 
uttered, laying hold as they do on destiny, temporal and 





_* “The author hopes that this remark, and those of a 
similar kind which may occur throughout the discourse, 
will not lead to the conclusion, that he entertains any un- 
warrantable notions on the subject of human agency. On 
this point his opinions have long been fixed. He most con- 
fidently believes that all power, efficiency, real causation in 


eternal. Weare glad that Mr. Dickinson has reprinted this 
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discourse in the wide spreading pages of the National 
Preacher, and we hope that our periodical publications will 
all review it with copious extracts; and that the Sunday 
School Union, for whom it was preached, will have it stereo- 
typed, as a standing record of the responsibilities which 
God has thrown upon this generation—a record of honor, if 
we come up to the work of the Lord, but of eternal reproach 
if we prove recreant to the claims of God and man. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 


DUTY OF CHURCH MEMBERS. 


Show us a church alive to their own spiritual inte- 
rests, and in the same place you may show an in- 
creasing number of youth and children attending the 
** Bible School ;” and with increasing interest. If I 
could see all the professors of religion, who are scat- 
tered among these hills, who take file or no interest 
in the religious instruction of the rising generation, 
O, how I would plead and argue with them. I would 
try to show them the worth of a soul. I would go 
with them to the top of Nebo. I would point them 
eastward and westward, and northward and south- 
ward, and bid them look off upon all the plains co- 
vered over with lambs. We would listen. We would 
hear the many thousands of children, crying for 
bread, while no man feeds them. I would repeat 
scripture to these professors of religion. I would 
appeal to their own experience, whether the thin 
they learned when young, are not now most fresh in 
their memory; whether these things were true or 
false, good or bad. I would tell them of the 2178 
hopeful conversions that occurred in Sabbath Schools, 
during the year ending 1828. I would tell them of 
that little boy, who ss religion—of that little 
irl, who at the age of seven obtained a hope in 
hrist, in the Sabbath School ; and at nine joined the 
church ; and in about three or four years, after living 
an exemplary life, ‘fell asleep.” O yes; I would 
ag to their minds one of their dear children, per- 
aps, standing with them at the bar of God, accusin 
them, as parents, of being accessary to his eterna 
ruin. I would say, are/your children’s souls worth 
more than the thousands around you? 

But should such persons say, “‘what can J do? I 

do not feel qualified fora teacher.” Or, “I cannot 
leave my family.” Or, “I cannot give money; and 
why call upon me?” To such I would say, can you 
not, and do you not, teach your children some things, 
which they will have occasion to wish they had never 
learned? Do you not leave your families on other 
days in the week? And do you not feel able to buy 
toys for your children? But there are some things 
you can do, if you love Jesus Christ and the souls of 
many ready to perish. You can pray once in e week 
for Sabbath Schools. You can be willing that your 
own children should have time to get their lessons 
and go to the bible class or Sabbath School. You 
can go in yourself and be a scholar. You can read 
canal bible every day before your children, as if you 
oved.it ; and as if it were of great importance. Let 
all the church be as intensely engaged for the reli- 
gious instruction of children, as wicked men are to 
corrupt them, and we may see the precious, the hap- 
py day of this world, moving towards us with ma- 
jesty. 
Go to that town on the west side of the mountain, 
where the little children, the youth, the young men, 
and those of riper age, attend Sabbath School. See 
it “just about what its pastor wants it.”” And there 
you will find a majority of the church alive to its wel- 
fare. Go to some other towns in the State, and you 
may find good schools, growing more prosperous ; but 
in the very same places, you will see the church 
mostly alive concerning them. In some towns, to be 
sure, some pious female, or some one man, has the 
care of a very flourishing school. But O, how dis- 
heartening it is for them, not only to stand up against 
the opposition of the wicked, but to stem the stagnant 
lake of cold stupidity !—Vermont Chronicle. 














MISCELLANEOUS. 





A TRADITION. 

At the present day when “the signs of the times,” 
arrest the attention of the christian world, and every 
thing wears interest that stands connected with the 
prospects of the church, and her predicted triumph and 
universal spread ; there is an ancient !ewish tradition, 
which to say the least, has an analogical bearing on 
the subject which may be worthy oF notice. It has 
reference more especially tothe typical import of the 
year of Jubilee. They infer that as the seventh day, 
and the seventh year, and the fiftieth year were con- 
secrated seasons, under the law; and that as “ one 
day with the Lord is as a thousand years, or a thou- 
sand years as one day,”—that the thousand years of 
rest to the church is to succeed six thousand years of 
revolution and turmoil. And consequently Rabbi 
Elias, a Jewish writer, has allotted this period into 
three divisions, 2000 previous to the promulgation of 
the Levitical law ; 200@ under its administration—and 
2000 under the Messiah. How well this traditional 
theory will argue with the history of the church and 
the world, may be seen by a careful survey of the re- 
cord of the facts respecting it. And this would form 
an interesting point of research to the Biblical stu- 
dent.— Christian Mirror. 





THE DUMB SERMON. 
Not by might, nor power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord. 
The energy of this eternal truth was most forcibly 
applied to tle heart of the late Rev. W. Tennent, of 
America, on the following remarkable occasion. In 
his neighborhood resided a professe ' deist, a man of 
considerable attainments as to worldly wisdom. He 
often, from whatever motive, attended the ministry of 
Mr. Tennent, whose powers as a preacher were of a 
superior kind ; his skill in the scriptures being deep, 
his style rich, argumentative and impressive. Learn- 
ing once the intention of the deist to attend divine 
service on the following Sabbath, Mr. Tennent most 
diligently prepared for the occasion, by meditatin 
upon, and fixing in his mind every argument which 
might work a conviction. Thus prepared, he ascend- 
ed the pulpit. ‘But whe is Paul, or who is Apollos? 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water ; but it is God 
that giveth the increase.” Praise and prayer being 
concluded, the discourse began ; but soon the preach- 
er’s memory was planged into perfect oblivion; and 
not being inthe custom of using notes, he in vain en- 
deavore to proceed ; his mind was sealed up as to the 
subject of discourse ; and he was under the painful 
necessity of confessing his inability, and concluded 
with prayer. The Spirit of God was now at work. 
The deist was led to reflect upon the extraordinary 
case ; he had, on former occasions, experienced and 
admired Mr. Tennent’s powers of oratory. From his 
concluding prayer on this occasion, he found him in 
vigor of mind. To what could he trace the sudden 
dereliction of his powers, when entering upon such a 
discourse? Happy man! he was led to discover in it 
the finger of God! The joyful change soon reached 
Mr. Tennent, who, doubtless, was deeply humbled and 
grateful; forhe ever afterwards spoke of his dumb 
sermon as the hest he ever preached. 





a PHYSICIANS. 
Physicians do too little for the morals of their pa- 





the universe, is the work of God, and God alone; and that 
what is considered causation in man, is merely stated ante- 
cedency, yet a sort of stated antecedency which allows of 
wide r: for motive, and to which all the language appli 

to it in om Scriptures and elsewhere, is strictly appro- 
priate, or suited to the yature of the thing. It seems, also, 
to him, too obvious for even remark, that the agency or 


no danger of their in- 


tially dissimilar, that , 
terference with cach and ‘therefore that urging a 





creature to labor a is no more likely to infringe 
oon meer the Creator, than wring him not to 


causation of the creature, and of the Creator, are so easen- ' 


tients. We neglect too much the cultivation of moral 
| excellence and the religious principle in ourselves. 
Asa class, our opportunities of producing religious 
. impressions are scarcely surpassed by those of the 
clergy. From our close and confidential intercourse 
with our fellow-beings, we have increasing opportu- 
nities to enforce the imperative nature of moral duties, 
whilst our professional knowledge enables us to do it 


just at such moments, in such manner, and to such 
degree, as will impress the mind most strongly, with- 





clusive trust of this duty to the clergy has been fol- 
lowed by bad consequences. Ignorant of the nature 
and circumstances of the disease, physical injury 
often results from an ill-timed conversation on the 
prospects of a future world. We could wish the pre- 
cincts of the profession extended somewhat beyond 
physical disease,—that it were considered an integral 
part of our professional obligations, to administer to 
the spiritual wants of those who are placed under our 
care, and that this fact were uniformly enforced with 
peculiar emphasis by those Professors, who point out 
to the medical student the path he is expected to pur- 
sue.—Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 





THE MORALS OF THE THEATRE. 


Citizens of Boston have memorialized the Coun- 
cils upon licensingthe bars of the Theatre. The abuse 
of which they say has led to the present state of the 
drama. We add the concluding paragraph of the 
memorial. 

“Your memorialists think it ought to be assumed 
asa fixed principle, that no minor who is spending 
money or time, in the third row of a theatre, or in any 
house appropriated to gambling or drinking, is dispo- 
sing of what belongs to himself; and that he ought to 
be presumed to be in the act of committing a Froud. 
So far as we are informed, there his been no time 
within memory, in which the temptations of the young 
to drinking, gambling and debauchery in our city, 
have been so great as they now are. We believe, 
therefore, that it will not be unacceptable to you, in 
discharge of your public trust, to receive from your 
fellow citizens any respectful expression of sentiments, 
in matters relating to the general welfare. It is as 
parents, masters, and natural guardians of the young, 
especially, that we have the honor to address you; 
and herein you and your particular interests are inse- 
parable from those of the whole community.” 

Ed Reporter. 





ANECDOTE OF JEMIMA WILKINSON AND THE INDIAN. 


The high claims of Jemima Wilkinson (that 
Christ has descended the second time and dwells in 
her,) are generally known. Her place of residence 
is in the town of Jerusalem, Ontario county, and state 
of New-York.—A few years past, a religious Indian 
paid her a visit, with intention to find out wherein 
her great strength lay. After discoursing with her 
some time in English, he changed his dialect, and 
spake in his own mother tongue: to which Jemima 
replied, in her plain manner of speaking, ‘Thee must 
not speak to me in Indian language, for I do not un- 
derstand it ‘Ah!’ said the Indian, ‘thenI know 
you are not my Savior; for my blessed Jesus under- 
stands poor Indians.’—How significant the words, 
and how marvellous the idea of the Indian! 





CAUTION TO CHRISTIANS. 


Proposals have recently been put in circulation for 
publishing by subscription an American edition of a 
ork first published in England by one Robert Taylor, 
called a Diagesis. The impression made by reading 
the title page is, that the book affords some new evi- 
dence in favor of Christianity. It proposes to ex- 
hibit something respecting the “ origin and early his- 
tory of Christianity, which has not before been pub- 
lished.””—But the truth is, the book is an infidel work, 
in disguise! The title page is a sheer deception.— 
The object of the author is to undermine Christianity, 
to show that it is all a fabuious matter.—Nor is this 
all. Under the specious pretence of being a valuable 
accession to a Christian library, it really contains little 
else than the stale and long since refuted assertions, 
sophisms, and cavils of such men as Hume, Voltaire, 
Paine, &c. Objections, which, ever since the days of 
Spinoza, have been a thousand times stated and as 
oftensilenced. If infidels wish to circulate their books 
through the land, let them do it honestly. 

Christian Watchman. 





CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM. 


A young minister about three or four years after he 
was ordained had an opportunity of conversing fami- 
liarly with the great and venerable leader of the Ar- 
minians in this kingdom, and wishing to improve the 
occasion to the uttermost, he addressed him nearly in 
the following words: ‘Sir, I understand that you are 
called an Arminian and I have been sometimes called 
a Calvinist, and therefore I suppose we are to draw 
daggers. But before I consent to begin the combat, 
with your permission, [ will ask you a few questions ; 
not from impertinent curiosity,but for real instruction.” 
Permission being very readily and kindly granted, the 
young minister proceeded to ask, “Pray sir do you 
feel yourself'a depraved creature, so depraved that you 
would never have thought of turning unto God, if God 
had not first -ut it into your heart?” Yes, says the 
veteran, I doindeed. ‘‘ And do youutterly despair of 
recommending yourself to God by any thing that you 
can do, and look for salvation solely through the blood 
and righteousness of Christ?” Yes, solely through 
Christ.—* But, sir, supposing you were at first saved 
by Christ, are you not, some how or other to save your- 
self afterwards by your own works?’ No, I must be 
saved by Christ, from first to last. ‘ Allowing then 
that you were first turned by the grace of God, are you 
not, in some way or other, to keep yourself by your 
own power?’ No. ‘ Whatthen, are you tobe upheld 
every hour and every moment by God, as much as an 
infant in its mother’s arms?’ Yes, I have no hope 
but inhim. ‘Then sir, with your leave I will put up 
my dagger again, for this is all my Calvinism ; thisis my 
election, my justification by faith,my final perseverance. 
It is in substance all that I hold, and as I hold it, and 
therefore if you please, instead of searching out terms 
and phrases to be a ground of contention between us, 
we will cordially unite in those things wherein we 
agree.” 

The Arminian leader was so pleased with the conver- 
sation that he made particular mention of it in his jour- 
nals; and, notwithstanding there never afterwards 
was any connexion between the parties, he retained 
an unfeigned regard for his young inquirer to the hour 
of his death. 


A BRIEF BUT COMPREHENSIVE PRAYER. 


There is a remarkable couplet amongst the Greek 
fragments found in Plato, but which seems almost 
Christian in its turn of thought. That thought was 
never expressed with more brevity or energy than 
thus: 

“ Ask’d and unask’d, thy blessings give, O Lord! 
The evil that we pray for, from us ward!” 





KNOWLEDGE THE SOURCE OF ELOQUENCE. 
What we know thoroughly we usually express 
clearly, since ideas will supply words, but words will 
not always supply ideas. I have myself heard a com- 
mon blacksmith eloquent, when welding of iron has 
been the theme.— Cotton. 





EXTEMPORARY PREACHING. 


Extemporary preaching appears to have been com- 
mon in ~ before the » bs of Luther, so that the 
usual way of giving to the public the subject of a 
discourse, was from notes taken by one of the hear- 
ers. Erasm. Ep. Lib. xvii. Ep. 24. On the title pa- 
ges of many editions of the discourses of popular prea- 
chers, before and about the time of Erasmus, there 
is a print of a congregation assembled, with a person 
haranguing them, and there ig always a clerk at the 
foot of the desk with a book and a pen in his hand. 
Indeed many of those sermons were published by the 
Notaries, as they were called. Savonarola’s sermons, 
many of Luther’s discourses and commentaries, (that 
on the Galatians in particular,) were prepared for the 
press by those persons. 





Rev. Edward Beecher, of Park Street Church, 
Boston, has been appointed President of the College 
recently established at Jacksonville, Illinois. 





out retarding the recovery of our patients. The ex- 










From a handbill published in London. 

SPIRITUAL BAROMETER, 

Or scale of the Progress of sin and Holiness. 

——GLORY. 
70———Dismission from this life. 
——Desiring to depart and be with Christ. 
— —Pati in tribulation 
60-——Glorying in the Cross 
Assurance of hope. 
Active Benevolence to man. 
50-———Aspiring after God. 
Overcoming the world b 
Love of shed 














the cross of Christ. 
ab in the heart. 


























40 Frequent approach to the Lord’s table. 
—— Meetings for religious ian 
ee in the people of God. 

30-——_Looking to Jesus, as the foundation of hope. 

Love of God’s house and word. 
——Vain company wholly left. 
20. Daily perusal of the Bible with prayer. 
Light from Heaven. 
Retirement for Prayer and Meditation. 
10 Alarm. 
Concern for the soul. 
0——__—— INDIFFERENCE. 
omer = ( worship only on Sunday evenings. 





Private prayer wane omitted. 
Family religion wholly declined. 

Levity in conversation. 

20-———F ashions, however expensive, adopted. 
———Luxurious entertainments. 

Free association with worldly minded company. 
30-——_Love of novels. 

Theatre, Cards, &c. 


























Continual parties of pleasure. 
40- House of God forsaken. 
Much wine, spirits and other strong drink. 
——Scepticism. 
50 Private prayer wholly neglected. 


—Deistical company preferred. 

Parties of pleasure on the Lord’s day. 
60———Masquera. es, drunkenness, adultery. 
———Profaneness, lewd songs. 
——-Infidelity, scoffing at religion. 
Disease. Death. 
——~——PERDITION. 


‘The reader must peruse this from the middle upward or 
downward, until he perceives the degree at which he now 
stands, and let him be careful of the first advances of sin, 
for it ia as the letting forth of waters, we see the beginning 
but not the end, it is hid in darkness ;—on the contrary, the 
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er and brighter until the perfect day. 





PUTTING ON THE WRONG COAT. 


It seems that the article which we republished a few 
weeks since from the Religious Intelligencer, showing the 
ravages of intemperance upon twenty-two families in a cer- 
tain neighborhood, is causing a good deal of excitement 

in Connecticut. The picture is said to be so true te the life, 

as to be recognised, and yet so false that nobody will own it; 
while, at the same time, it is so generally applicable, that, at 
least, five several towns are thrown into convulsions by the 
belief that it means them. The Editor of the Intelligencer 
says : 

“Communications now lie before us from two distinct 
towns complaining severally of the application of the piece 
to them ; and the editor of a paper in a third, calls on us to 
say for whom it is meant, lest others should fall under sus- 
picion. In two other towns, we leurn the originals of the 
= have been beyond a doubt identified. It seems there- 
ore not to have contained very strong intrinsic evidence of 
falsehood to condemn it, in the ahksence of othér knowledge, 
while so many are afraid of its application.” 


As our paper circulates considerably in the troubled region, 
we will take the liberty to give a word of advice to all those 
who feel injured by this exposure of their habits. One and 
all go and join the cold water socicty, and take such high 
ground of abstinence, as to get the whole business and 
management of the temperance cause into your own hands, 
and then see if it will not be done better. 





PIONEER STAGES. 


This line of stages was established on the principle 
of paying due respect to the Lord’s day. It has been 
reported in several papers, that the proprietors had 
sold out and closed the concern. This report is not 
true.—Recorder. 





TO THE FRIENDS OF SEAMEN. 


‘The American Seamen’s Friend Society” has 
undertaken, as its directors believe at the call of Pro- 
vidence, to bear a part in evangelizing the maritime 
world. To extend to seamen in every situation, the 
means of grace, is the only method by which they 
have any hope of accomplishing their object. For 
this purpose they are endeavoring, as God shall give 
them wisdom, to devise, mature, and carry into effect, 
the best plans of operation: but they find themselves 
exceedingly straitened for the want of pecuniary aid. 
The claims of seamen are unquestionably stronger 
upon those who reside in seaport towns, than upon 
any other portion of the community, and it is hoped 
they will be felt and promptly met by all those who 
occupy these high places of moral responbibility. But 
that they are confined to this or any other part of the 
inhabitants of our land, certainly no considerate or 
liberal mind will assert. Many of the necessaries, 
and more especially of the comforts and luxuries of 
almost every individual in the nation, are brought to 
him through the toils and privations of our seamen. 
When they are called to risk their lives, or to shed 
their blood, in defence of our liberties, every man in 
the land participates in the benefit. And when it is 
further recollected, that by their very employment, an 
employment too indispensable to our national pros- 
perity, or the spread of the Gospel of Christ, they are 
cut off from many of the dearest privileges with which 
our country so richly abounds, it is believed eve 
generous heart will feel an obligation to them, which 
it will not be backward to acknowledge or to repay ; 
and that what can be done, under these circumstances, 
for their best interests, every benevolent individual 
will cheerfully do something to accomplish. 

In view of these considerations, and the intimate 
connection between the cause of seamén, and the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, will not the 
ladies in most of the congregations blessed with a 
preached gospel, esteem it a privilege as well as 
duty to lend their assistance by making their minister 
a life director, or at least a life member, of the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society? Fifty dollars 
will constitute him a director for life, and then he will 
receive the Sailor’s Magazine for that period ; and if 
the sum cannot be raised at once, it may be com- 
pleted by a second payment. Twenty dollars consti- 
tutes life membership, and the Magazine will be.sent 
for one year. 

Let three or four ladies in any society open a sub- 
scription, and engage some one suitable individual, or 
more as the case may require, to put it in circulation, 
and there will seldom be a failure of the accompli#- 
ment of the object. This paper can be carried roun 
if necessary, and where it can be obtained, a copy of 
the Sailor’s Magazine. 

Where a part of a life directorship was forwarded 
last year, it is hoped the remainder will be collected 
the coming season if practicable. This will secure 
the Magazine to the clergyman for life, in addition to 
the good which the money may effect. And where 
life membership only was attempted, the same object 
may yet be secured by raising the additional sum at a 
convenient time. 

Hoping that this communication will fall into the 
hands of those who have a “ready mind,” I have the 
honor to be, with Christian affection, your servant in 
the Gospel. Josuua Leavitt, 

General Agent of the A. 8S. F. 8. 

.N. B. Moneys may be forwarded by mail, or othey- 
wise, to Silas Holmes, Esq., Treasurer of the above 
society, 62 South-street, New-York, or to any agent 
named on the cover of the Sailor’s Magazine. 


0<Editors favorable to this object, will confer a 
favor upon the society by inserting the above. 
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SLEIGHT AND ROBINSON, PRINTERS, 





Chr. Watch. 


No, 26 William Street, corner of Exchange Place. 
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